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EAST INDIA COMPAN . 


= „ >» +" ei 12, 1788. 

5 FN the "Y of the debate which took place at 
„ the India Houſe on Wedneſday laſt, I was 
once or twice on the point of intruding on the 


1 attention of the Court, I heard myſelf accuſed 
of en petulantly joined the oppoſition; I was 


— * 


5 atraigned for an apparent deſertion of former 


q | principles; I was deſcribed as having aſſiſted in 3 


the call of a General Court, from a wiſh to en- TW 


__ © camber the wheels of Government, an 
the affairs of the Company; in a word, every 
taunt was thrown out, which could be ſuppoſed to 

\. irritate me into haſty recrimination, or betray ma 


/F into'an unguarded warmth of reply which might 
| have »fforded an advantage to my enemies. It is 


with real ſatisfaction, that on my return home 1 
recollett myſelf to have withſtood all theſe provo—- 


cations, and that I can et. without any fear of 


artial miſrepreſentation, or apprehenſion of be - 
ing interrupted by prejudice, diſpaſſionately take 
up my pen to ſtate to the world at large, the true 
grounds on which my oonduct with regard to the ; 
* bas been W a 5 | 


_perplex - 


= - 


In the firſt place, as to the charge of afling from 
faftious motives, and havin — 2 my princi- 
— 


ples from pique or unſt leave to 


ay, that I throw back the inſinuation * con- 
tempt. I maintain my ſentiments on the ſubject 
of the different India Bills to have been invariably 


the fame. I oppoſed with every faculty I pof- 


ſeſſed, what I conceived to be an unwarrantable 


and violent encroachment on the part of Mr. Fox. 


I ſtood forward againſt his Bill, becauſe I thought 


it an unjuſtifiable infringement on a Charter whieh 


was not proved to be forfeited, and becauſe I 1 


thought it might be the means of giving to one 


branch of the Legiſlature a weight of influence 
dangerous to the authority of the other two. 1. 


ſtill avow the terms, and am proud of the part I 
took againſt that meaſure, but I ſhould little le de-- 
ſerve the #pprobation which thoſe, ſentiments at 
the time procured me, could I. have heſitated o 


"refilt the ſame violence, becauſe it was offered in 


a a different ſhape by different men. Within a fe 


days after. the Portland Adminiſtration was dif- 
miſſed, TI attended. the Committee of Proprietors _ 
appointed to watch over the rights of the Com- 
pany, and heard with ſurprife the conceſſions 


which were about to be made to the new Govern- 


ment; but it was not with filent ſurprize.— 
idſtantly oppoſed ſuch language. Mr, Jobnſtone 
was in the Chair, and, if his preſent ſtate of health 
would happily admit of ſuch an appeal, I would 
call upon him to vouch for the truth of what F 
have here aſſerted, The memory of my friends 


will, however, voluntarily do juſtice to the con- 


ſiſtency of wy ſentiments on the occaſion, and the 
recollection of. my enemies will perhaps be 
JO when I remind. them that it was on 


that 


1 


1 


dint pe 1. had de bad ane 0 d 
the cenſure of the late Mr. Atkinſon, and to ſmart 


under the correction of his ſuperior abilities.— i 
Again I muſt repeat, that my oppoſition. has uni- 
formly been levelled at the meaſure and not the | 


„ 


| n de preſent Bill has bern ſo long nn 
| a) art cbo-onraſtion fink 0 


At the period of the great Revolution i in Poli- 


tics 178 - 4, Gentlemen were accuſtomed by 


 Jome ſtrange fatality never to cenſure Mr. Fox 
"Without praiſing Mr. Pitt. It ſeemed to be with 


them a neceſſary conſequence, that to ĩaſtance the 


temerity of the one, was to demonſtrate the mo- 


deration of the other, and that to prove Mr. Fox 
unlit to be entruſted with the management of the 


Eaſt India Company, was to eſtabliſh his rival as 
the moſt proper perſon to overlooł all their affairs, 


Hence, though they certainly neuer could have 


expected to ſee the preſent Bill, while they re · 
membered Mr. Pitt's language with regard to the 
one which was rejected, there were many rea - 
ſons why: their feelings could not be openly de- 


clared. After the praiſes they had ſo wantonly 


laviſhed on the new Miniſter, it was almoſt im- 
poſſible for them, though they ſaw the danger, to 


retreat perhaps too: it may be ſaid that their 


retreat was cut off, there being no third party to 
receive them. They might be ſtunned by the blow 
which was ſa unexpectedly given, and by ſo ſud- 
den and unlooked for an aſſault rendered inca- 
pable of refiſtance, or, even when they recovered 


. themſelves, falſe ſhame might operate, and thoſe 


who had been ſo very eager to ſhew, how warily 


they had detected the defigns of their avoed C 


B 2 r 


But 1 ſhall be aſked, why it is chat my atk ” "S. 


— 


enemy, ka be unwilling to "acknowledge how” . 


much they found themſelves deceived in the pro- 
feſſions of their ſuppoſed friends. Be this as it may, 
certain 1t is that all the circumſpection, vigilance, 

and nice ſenſe of right, which had fo laudably diſ- 


|  tinguiſhed both the Directors and Proprietors, on 


a ſudden dwindled into nothing. It was boldly 
aſſerted that what was done, was done with the 
conſent of the Company,—no . was . 
given, and the Bill paſſed. =. 
. ſuch a ſeaſon, and with the 3 of men fs. 
diſpoſed; would it not have been the height of | 
| to have come forward in 
ſition to the meaſure? Should I not have been | 
told, that narrow notions of excluſive privilege 
were to be laid aſide; that both parties had ſeen 
te neceſſity of abandoning the ſtrict queſtion of 
right; that the occaſion for a Parliamentary Con- 
troul of ſome kind was admitted on all hands; 


that the purity of Mr. Pitts character gave ſuch 2 N 
fanQion to any Board of which he was a member, 


that ſuſpicion was not allowable ; that candour 
required the -Bill ſhould at leaſt hw a trial ; and 


_ thatit would be unfair to preſume without proofs, 


that jealouſies would arile between the Court of 
Directors and the new Commiſſioners; or that the 


latter had any idea of deviating from what the 


India Company conceived to be the ſpirit of the 
act, and were themſelves willing to receive as ſuch. 
\——Will any impartial man ſay, that the oppoſition 
of a few Proprietors would not, when theſe ar- 
guments prevailed. have been an idle and unpro- 
fitable attempt? It would indeed at that time <p 
been a ridiculous  one—But the. caſe at this day 
n different. We are now able to decide upon cauſe 
* ent ** 7 —_ ac confidence: 


which | 


* 51 


name, cannot obliterate certain papers ſigned 
« Henry Dundas.” It is no longer a queſtion what 


1 daring Board of Coptroul mig ii do, — we ſee What 
even the preſent unaſſuming Commiſſioners Rave : 


done. What formerly would have been rermed 


arguments of malicious theory, are now inferetices 


of recorded practice; and as, at length, by dear 


bought experience, we are freed from the blind 


devotion which was paid to the meaſure at its out- 
ſet, I truſt we are capable of examining with 
frmnels the conſequences which have accompanied 


its progreſs. _ 
One word more and I proceed to the buſineſs. 


Tm what I have hereafter to ſay, I mult be allowed 


to lay in my claim to credit with the candid 


of the world. Throughout the whole of my con- 


duct relative to this ſubje& I will be bold to 


aſſert, that I have acted, however impoliticly, 2s 


an honeſt and independent man, and the laſt "ſet 
of perſons in the world, from whha J had reaſon 
to have expected unhind inſinuations, are. the 
Proprietors of India Stock. It is rather an un- 
grateful return to one who has been a volunteer 
in their cauſe, and who is not conſcious bow the 
part he has ated can be attributed to any un- 
worthy motives. But this is a point I need not 
argue, Let my views be conjectured from the means 
I take to gratify them. I oppoſed Mr. Fox in the 
plenitude of his power; 1a the preſent Com- 


miſſioners with the ſceptre in their hand. Whether 


or no, in ſo doing, I either have ſerved or may ſerve 
the India Company, will not venture to pro- 


nounce, but I am lure, if my object is of a ſelfiſh. 
nature, my method of obtaining my Wiſhes has 


dan but its 1 to recommend it. 
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which was regſed on the Aale of Mr. piu : 


"In 


">=. 


ö 


, = A —— —— 
— — — l 4 
8 7 * by WW 4 e 9 * wy 7 — * e 
vB 1 7 "5 by 
— 0 ” ” 2 3 — 
4 —— es 3 nts td . — * n 
F FF TY 
* * - 1 
p L 
, . 75 ba 
* . > 4 
"= ö 


hn gy — — — — 


t _ 7 
I nom proceed to examine into the real fitus- 
tion of the India Company, under the operation 
and effect of the acts of the 24th ws {ji 26th df 
' Geo. III. as far as they relate to the Board of 
Controul and the Court of Directors, 
1 5 The principles of the firſt of theſe bills as 
Rated in the Houſe of Commons were theſe— 
89 veſt in a Board of Commiſſioners a right 
i - to ſuperintend and controul the proceedings of 
. the 33 of Directors on #/l political guęſt ions 
he but to leave the enjoyment of the patronage, and 
3 the management of the commerce, excluſively 
in the former poſſeſſors. Theſe I maintain ts 
have been the out-lines on which the bill was 
profeſſed to be drawn; ſo that the four-and- ( 
twenty Directors were ſtill to hold their oftenbible - 
authority, actual influence and commercial 
vileges, with this limitation, that their aches 
relative to the civil or military government or 
revenues of the territorial poſſeſſions were to be | 
ſubmitted to the Board of Controul, whoſe con- 
ſtitution and powers are thus defined. FE 85 
His Majeſty is to N ſix Privy Counſel- | 
& lors, of whom one of the Secretaries of State, 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer for the 
ce time being ſhall be two, to be Commiſſioners 
« for the Affairs of India. 
„Any three of them ſhall form a Board; and 
e in the abſence of the Secretary of State, and 
1Y the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the ſenior 
WW: of the Commiſſioners, according to his rank 
5 in appointment, ſhall be Preſident. | 
=. - In caſe the ſaid Board ſhall at any time 
. be equally divided, the then Preſident ſhall 
| | have rae caſting voice, | | 


at nine, PIES 2 


a — 


8 


ee His Majeſty may rivals the commit Ron 
The Board are empowered to ſuperintend, 


_ at pleaſure, and appoint-new commiſſioners. ' - 


e direct and controul all acts, operations, and 


« concerns which in anywiſe relate to che civil 
« or military government or revenues of the 


c Britſh territorial poſſeſſions in India. The 


on 


Directors are to deliver to the Board copies 


« of all diſpatches which they receive from 
« India immediately on their arrival; alſo copies 
*© of all letters, orders, and inſtructions whatſo- 
« ever, relating to the civil or military govern- 
* ment or revenues of the territorial poſſeſſions, ' 


* propoſed to be diſpatched to India, and the 


« ſaid Directors ſhall obey. all orders from the ; 


a: © Board relative thereto. 


« The Court of Directors | ſhall, wickbuc 
delay, forward their diſpatches as they are ap- 

* proved or amended by the Board of Con- 

<« troul, unleſs on any reprefentation of the ſaid 


ce Directors, the Commiſſioners may think pro- 
te per to order an alteration to be made. 


5 3 


The Court of Directors, on receiving orders 


„ from the Board, which relate to points, in 


e iÞbeir opinion, not conneffed with the. civil or mi- 
 & litary government or revenues, may apply by pe- 


e tition to the King in Council, who ſhall decide 


e obether the ſame be, or be not connected with the 


civil or military government or revenues, which” 


ce deciſion ſhall be concluſi ve. 
e The Directors are to chooſe, from amongſt 


& themſelves, a Secret Committee, of not more 


de than three. 


« If the Board of Controul ſhall be of epinion,” 
« that the ſubjelt matter of their deliberations, con- 


© cerning the making war or peace, or negotiating 


4 with any of the native Princes or States in India, 


cc * 


q OED i Pty Geet ary by 4. 0 AS - "—_ 


2 | « their ae ſealed, . 


N wy mittee... 


Teak 


te & 5517 reguire PEAPY they may ſend ſecret. orders. 
| @ 70 the Secret Committee, who, without diſclofing 
| * them, ball tranſmit 


their orders. in the uſual 
“ form, according to the inſtructions of the. Board 
% 79. the. reſpeHive governments and prefidencies, - 
* and. the ſaid governments and prefidencies, ſhall - 
« pay obedience: to fuch di patches, and ſhall return 
to the. JS. Secret * 


be ſeveral Fe and refidencies are 

e required to pay the fame obedience to all orders 
« Goned by the. ſaid Secret Committee, as if ſuch 
« orders bad been iſſued by the Court of Directors. 


e Nothing in the Act ſhall extend to give to 


. the Board of Controul the power of nomi- 


* nating or appointing any of the ſervants of 
the ſaid United Company. 


Such are the powers e- 


troul, and ſo are they defined in the AR of Fa- 
liament. . 7, 


The firſt e * mut occur hy. 


very ſhallow ſecurity. given for the Board- not 


interfering. with the commerce. For my o.]un 


part, indeed, I do not exactly comprehend how, 


and under the direction of a ſuperior Board, I can 


readily conceive; but to ſuppoſe it can continue 
to thrive under the management of a ſet of men 


who have no authority, acting in oppoſition to a 

Board who have the entire ſuperintendance of all 

our territories in India, who have the right of 

ning war and- peace, the * of all 
matters 

14 

1 4 


* 


every man who reads the different clauſes, is, the | 


i 


in the nature of things, it ever can be prac- 
ticable, totally to ſeparate the commercial from 
the civil and revenue department. That the trade 
of the Company may be ably carried on by 
rwenty- four gentlemen, acting in concert with, 


! 


eured by e & of Parliament. 


ef i [ 9 ; J — 1 ; * — - 


matters of revenue, and the office of negotiating 
with every power in the country from. whence | 
this trade is to flow, is poſition which I ſhould 
beg leave to queſtion,” It. is to be conſidered, 


that our connection with India ſtands, upon a 


very different footing from what it orig nally did. 
Commerce and territory are now ſo intimately 
blended, that their reſpective conſequence muſt, 
perhaps, entirely depend on their united. exer- 
tions. The conqueſt of Bengal, ſays the 


_— +2 


Abbe Raynal, © without making any eſſential | 


<c alteration. in the external form of; che Engliſh 


“ mercial ſociety, they are a territorial. 1 
N 7 . 


e who make the molt of their revenues | 
ce affiſtance of a traffic. that formerly was their 
“ fole exiſtence, and which, notwithſtanding the 
. «extenſion it has received, is no more than an 


* acceflary_in the various combinations of their 


4 preſent real grandeur.” And again, the fame 
author, ſpeaking of the Supreme Council, ef 
bliſned by the Act of 1773, after ſtating to what 
its authority extends, 55 4 te though the ope- 
* ratio ns. of commerce be not immediately 

* under the inſpectign of this. Council, yet it 

. * has in reality the deciſion of them; becauſe 


r © having the ſole de of che public revenues, 


LY 


uſe advances. at pleaſure,” 


. < it can grant or 


I memion chus much rather as 4 matter of 


at preſent. neceſſary to argue, ſor 1 contend, that 
the queſtisn is not, whether it be paſſible to ſeparate 


the commerce from the civil government 


and revenue, but whether ſuch a diſtinction i: 


Whenever 


* 


Whenever the intentions of men are fair and 
open they will expreſs chemſelves in terms plain, 
and unequivocal. If I mean that certain things 
' ſhould be performed according to my profeſſions, 


| ; | pt my orders for the performance will naturally run 
1 aAlmoſt in the language of my promiſe. An eva- 
2k ſive execution is worſe than a denial of the con- 
. | tract, becauſe it avoids the teſt of direct enquiry, 

- *reacherouſly withholds what it dares not. openly 

1414 refuſe, haraſſes one party and diſgraces the 
1 VTV 45-4: 6 In 
1 When this bill was introduced, in order to at- 


tract the prailes that are heſtowed on moderation, 
and to gain the confidence of the people by an 
affected diſplay of diſintereſted motives, it was 
ſaid, © we do not mean to go the violent length 
de of our predeceſſors; God forbid that 90 
te ſhould touch the trade of the Company; that 
c“ we intend ſhould ſtill remain exdyfiyely their 
- « own.” Let it be fo enacted then—No! when 
vVve come to reduce theſe profeſſions to writing, 
' they run thus: In caſe-we ſhould eyer_think 
ce proper, in our diſpatches, to give directions, 
„ Which relate to trade as well as government, 
it ſhall not be lawſul for you at once to ſay, 
chat we have exceeded our powers, and inter- 
| __ -'* fered with your commerce, but you ſhall ap- i 
* peal to the King in Council, to krow whether 
4 we have er not! Here is the whole ſecurity 
1 the Company have, and even this clauſe I 
1 think I ſhall, in the ſequel, be able to prove is 
5 va done away. An appeal] from fix Privy 
- Counſellors, two of whom are in the Cabinet, 
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do the King in Council The deciſion that would 
7 be given is about as difficult to be gueſſed at, as 
4 the reſult of a Dean and Chapter's deliberations 

2 3 as when 


. ES 
when they aſſemble to elect a Biſnop. An ap- 
peal! to beg his Majeſty will explain to fours 
and. twenty merchants what things are to be un- 
derſtood as relating to trade !—1t is as ridiculous 
as if the Privy Council were to apply to the In- 


dia Houſe, for a definition of prerogative. To. 


argue this clauſe ſeriouſly would be to give it a 
degree of conſequence to which it is not entitled. 
It needs but to be read to be proved an infplc 
to our underſtanding, and to make us feel that 


the real regard of Mr. Pitt for the rights of the 


Company, when reduced to practice, can only 
be equalled by that difintere/ted zeal with which 
Mr. Dundas has the goodneſs to accept the very 

troubleſome office of ſuperintending the affairs 
Of India, without ſalam or preſpett of rewardo “( 

HFaving recapitulated the powers of the Board 
of Controul, as defined by the act of parliament, 
and ſhewn the happy method by which that a&t. - 


gives ſecurity to one of the leading principles on 


which it avowedly was recommended to the Le- 
giſlature for adoption, I next proceed to point. 
out in what manner the authority of the Com- 


miſſioners has been exerted on the other principle 


of the bill, that of ſuperintending the political 
concerns of the Company; and on this head I 
aſſert, that the very firſt exerciſe. of their office 


was à direft contradiction and defiance of the words M_ 


of the a, as well as a palpable neglect of the in- 


tereſt of the Company. To prove my firſt aſſertion 
I cite the clauſe in queſtion, to prove my ſecond Ree] 


I refer-to the declaration of the Court of Direc- 
tors, and I then appeal, for a fair deciſion, to the 
common ſenſe of every man who peruſes what 
Im about to Witte. | 
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There were certain enormous ſums of money 
claimed by ſome Britiſh ſubjects at Madraſs, as 
deing due from the Nabob of Arcot. « Theſe 
debts are claſſed in three diviſions; one called 

che Loan of 1767, the other the Cavalry Loan, 
Aud the third the Conſolidated Debt of 1777, 
amounting in the whole to 70 lacks of pagodas, 

. or 2,800, ol. Of this ſum the debt of 
1777 conſtituted the greater part; that is to ſay, 
in 1797, it ſtood at 50 lacks of pagodas, or. 
8 25, 00. bearing an intereſt at 12 per cent. 
The reflections that had at different times been 
caſt on the nature and ſeeret hiſtory of thefe 
tranſactions, did not redound much to the credit 
of the claims; moſt of them were much in- 
volved in an ambiguous obſcurity, but the loan 
of 17757 Was wrapped in total darkneſs. The 
Directors ſay, « Although we have repeatedly 
« written to the Nabob, and to our ſervants, 


c reſpecting the debt, yet we have never been 


« able to trace the origin thereef, or to obtain 


An ati factory informe tion upon the ſilliels.“ 


When it is underſtood that the public delt 
from the Nabob to the Company (for the ar- 


rears of his current payments, and the expences 


incurred in defending the Carnatic) is computed 
the Directors as being nothing ſhort of three 


millions ſterling ; and when it is ſtated, that, 


taken in the moſt favourable point of view, the 
net revenues of the Nabob do not exceed 30 
lacks, or 1, 200, oool. the reader will eaſily Per- 
Ceive the embarraſſinent that muſt proceed from 
outſtanding private claims being preſſed upon 
him to ſo great an amount as above related, and 
how - neceſſary it was, in order to an equit- 


able arrangement, finally to aſcertain their 
"PM 


Ld 


/ 


( #3 3 
validity arid extent. Where the gpeater phat 


che fortunes of ſo many Britiſh ſubjects was con- 
cerned, it certainly would have been unjuſt, on 


the bare ſuſpicion of colluſion and fraud, to diſ- 
allow the whole claims of the private creditors; 


But, on the other hand, juſtice to the Company 
equally required, that the Directors ſhould not 


ſuffer the payment of their public debt, bearing 


no intereſt, to be protracted, by admitting to a 
participation of the e fund to be eſtabliſhed by 


the Nabob for the diſcharge of his incumbrances, 


_ claims to an enormous amount carrying an in- 


tereſt of 12 per cent. of which neither the origin 
nor legality could be traced. The Nabob's own 
admiſſion of their validity weighed” but little, 


for the very ground of objection to them was, 
that they were a colluſive ſhuffle between the 


debtor” and the creditor: So that it became an 


information neceffarily to be required, what 


ſums had been actually and bona fide advanced, in 
order that they might be diſtinguiſhed from 


others which fhunk from inſpection, and had 
WY continually avoided uy reſt of open MO. £ 


tion 7. 


158 The Nabob i is to oaffign eee lacks . from his 
revenues, towards the liquidation of his debt. 


+ In ſtating this abſtraQ of the hiſtory of the debts, 2 


only view has been to comprize, in a ſmall compaſs, ſuth- 
cient to enable the reader to comprehend the object of the 
clauſe in the act. Thoſe who have taken tlie trouble to 


examine into theſe tranſactions, know, that to enter upon the 


merits at large would, in itſelf, —_— a volume. I have. 
endeavoured taithfully to give the brief outlines of the buſi- 


neſs, and ſhall only Aether obſerve, that in mentioning the 

imputations which have been caſt on the nature and origin 

of the debts, I have contented myſelf. with adopting much 

milder language than either the Directors, the Preſidency 

of Fort St. George, or even Mr. Dundas. Vide the 4th 

report of the Secret Committee, and the n to 5 4 
uc 


* 


| tered to examine the conduct of the IR | 


* 


1 ; 


” 


Sach being the Bate of the queſtion, let us pro- 


thereon. 


By the 22th clauſe of the aQ, (ke the Appendi th 


No. I. 1.) the Court of Directors are inſtructed 
to take the origin and juſlice of theſe demands into 
their conſideration. as far as the materials they are 
mon of will chable them to do, and to 
direct their Preſiden abroad to complele (le in- 


ation, and then to eſtabliſh a fund in conceit 


„ ich the Nabob, for the diſcharge of theſe debis : 


which ſhall be juſt;y due, in ſuch à manner as may, 
be conhitent ee the rig :hts of the Company, 
the ſecurity of the e and the honor and, 
* of the Nabob. 


WY: © Foe any unpre udiced 1 whether, having. 
read the facts which gave. riſe to the radeon 


of the clauſe, and the terins that are adopted i in 
it, he would not naturally conceive the meaning 
of the Legiſlature to have been this: We refer . 


TY 


the arrangement af theſe diſputed claims, ex- 


| & prefely to the Court of Di. eflors, and we mark, 
40 out che precije manner in which they are to Aiſ- 


41 


charge this commiſſion. Their firll great obje&. , 


M * malt be thoroughly to nv:/igate the orig in and 


ice of the debts, and having-afcertained fueh 


N ke them as {hail be zue due, proceed 10 ſeule 


with the Nabob ſome mode for putting them i in 


«a regular train of payment. Kut i in adjuſting 


60 
ks 


this train of payment, the Directors mult take 


care, firſt, that it does not interfere wich the rights 


and claims of the Company; next, that the 


* creduors be ſecured according to the fair priority, - 
of their demands; and laflly, not ſuffer their 

attention to either the rights of the Ce ompany, ' 
or vom. claims ef tne Britiſh ſubjefis, to militate 


againſt 


74 


= 4 


. | 
* ag ainft the proper honour and diznity which the ö 
+6 Nabob ought always to preſerve?!” © oye? 
Acting apparently under theſe ideas, the court 
F of DireQors' prepared a diſpatch,” which previous 
to its being ſent to India, was ſubmitted to the 
Board of Controul. It ſtates (ſee Appendix 
No. 1. 2.) that they bad taken the demands into 
conſideration as far as they had materials, which 
materials they quote and comment upon. They a 
then ſay, That © being in a ſtate oF uncertainty as 
+ to the origin of the demands both of the old and 
new creditors, (particularly the” latter, which pre- 
* clades them from judging / the juſtice theres 7 hn 
they direct their Plelilent and Council at | 
St. George; to enter into © a full "cxammation wo 
the origin "ind ht of them; whether the ſums 
were really bona fide advanced, and alſo the 
name of each individual creditor who fhall 
prove his debt to the ſatisfaction of the ſaid 
' © Preſident and Council.” This done, the next 
orders are, to tranſmit the whole of the proceedings 
to che Governor General and Council, who, hav- 
ing taken the ſame into their conſideration, are 
directed to make the final diſtribution and award 
1 to the proviſions of the AQ of Parka 
ment. 

Theſe orden the Board of Contrdilt totally ex- 
Fuge, and ſubſtitute others in their place in direct 
contradiction both to the words and the ſprrit of the 
- claule referred to. It was the will of the Legiſla- 

ture, that the debts ſhould be firſt proved and then 
' ſecured, It was the'*pleaſtre of ty great Commil- 
| fioner, that they ſhould be firſt ſecured, and then 
- ſtand admitted till they were diſproved =fortu- 
nately for Mr. Benfield and his friends, the frac | 
of the latter carried moſt ndr . TY 


— 
„ 


it 26 I | * 
ae! The Paragtaphs : as n the Board of 
Controul run thus: (ſee the Appendix, No. I, 3.) 
The Loan of 4767, and the Cavalry Loan are at 
once pronounced clear and indiſputalle. They then 
come to the debt of 17% smounting to. 


2, 000, oool. and after ſhe wing. that it waz not | 


sin any "eſpe whatever, conduGed under the 
0 auſpi r protection of the Preſidency at 
180 Madras ” that it has ©. no ſanction nor autho- 
„ rity,* even in the eſtimation of Mr. Dundas 
himlelf; that the means taken to procure the diſ- 
_ charge of this unauthorized demand were ſuch-as 
"Cifabled the Nabob from performing bis duty to 
the Company, and that, under all theſe. circum- 
ſtances, they ſhould be warranted to refuſe 
their aid or protection in the recovery of this 


loan, —after thus criminating the whole tran(- 


action, they proceed to give it their—fupport and 
Aſiſtance. When they conſider ** how inexpedient a 1 
18 10 keep the ſubjeft longer afloat ;” how much the 
final concluſion of the buſineſs will tend to pro- 
mos * circulation of property; when they conſider 
ee that the debior concurs with the.credizor in eſla- 
" Uiſhin the juſtice of theſe debts, and how little 
e there is to expect any ſubſtantial | good to 
"Feſult from an unlimited -* inveſtigation,” —— 
they reſolve to recagnie the juſtice. of them, and ta 
extend to them that protection, which upon more 
forcible grounds they ſaw cauſe to allow to the 
other two claſſes. The Prelidency are, hayever, 3 
directed to receive any complaints againſt che debts 
of 1777, either from the Nabob, other creditors 
. injured by their being ſo admitted, or by other 
_ perſons having a proper intereſt, or ſtating a rea- 
ſonable ground of objecliqn. The Board then 
declare che ſeutence of arrangement as 0 prioruy 
in 


„„ 1 5 
in point of payment, and having done this, the 
Right Hopourable Commiſſioners triumphantly 
pronounce, their decree to be © founded in juſ- 
tice,” and magiſterially command, that whoever 
ſhall dare to diſturb. it ſhall © be diſmiſſed the 


| cc ſervice, and ſent home to England.“ N 


In the Appendix (No. I. 4.) the reader will 
find the repreſentation of the Court of Directors 
againſt this extraordinary exerciſe of power, in 
which they moſt truly obſerve, that the juſtice of 
thoſe demands, which the act required them to 


Auveſtigate, were, by the amended paragraphs, 


at once, without examination, ſubſtantiated. But 
they add, © to theſe your appropriations of the 
ws fr our duty requires that we ſhould ſtate our 
rc ſtrongeſt diſſent. Our right to be paid the ar- 
te rears of thoſe expences, (by which almoſt the 
t country and all the property connected with it 
c were preſerved from falling a prey to a foreign 
* conqueror) ſurely ſtands paramount to all 
tc claims for former debts upon the revenues of 
e à country ſo preſerved, even if the Legiſlature 
< had not expreſsly limited the afſiftance to be 
© given to the private creditors to be ſuch as 
ce ſhould be confiſteht with our own rights. They 
then go at large into a detail of calculations 
which ſee in the Appendix) and conclude 
with the following forcible inference : © thus 
te the public debt, carrying no intereſt, will be 
te protracted to afford a preference to private 
te debts, conſiſting of different deſcriptions, on a 
„e part of which claims, zbe Board have declared 
they were contratted contrary to the public 
« orders of the Company, and therefore could have 
« no ſanttion or authority from the Court of Di- 


i reffors,” | 
| „ 7 


not thi 


+ 8): * 
The Appendix (No. I. 5.) contains the rej 0 5 
der of the Board of 8 to this repreſen 


tion, in which, after only giving way in he 
point, | (viz. chat the debt ſhall be made up to 


the year 1784 with ſimple inſtead of compound 


'intereſt,) they attempt to deal out ſome comfort 
by affuring the Directors that they have the 


* as ft grounds to believe, that the private 


debts vil be conſiderably leſs than they are nor 
computed, and conſequently the Company's 


proportion - of the twelve lacks will be larger 


than in the eſtimate is ſuppoſed; they then teil! 


them, that being. of opinion there is not any 
room for object ing to the arrangement, they have 
made © no- alteration in the general out-lines of 
e jt,” and defire that it may be forthwith tranſ- 

mitted to India and fo ends the difpolal of 


npwards of F. 2, ooo. oo of ſecret claims, by 


the penetration of the Honourable Commiſſioners 
diſcovering, that no ſubſtantial good could re- 
<« ſult from an inveſtigation into thoſe debts,” of 


which, by the A of Parliament, the Court. of 
Directors are expreſsly enjoined to * the 


origin and ue. 8 
* Whence did the Rig ht Es, 63 3 theſe 
ſtrong grounds of belief ? 7 5 there ſome papers at the India- 
Houſe which the Court of Directors have never ſeen? Is 
Lord Macartney's ſtatement to be wy au as fallacious ? 


or does he derive his information from ſcme more convincing 


3 than any public document, which autliority he does 

r to bring forth? If, in his volunteer re- 
ſearches for "I good of the Company, he has diſcovered 
any fortunate clue by which ew light is thrown on theſe dark 
traniaCtions, ſurely common juſtice required that lie WE 


| have let * Directors into the _ 


1 


EEE © mh WY 
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I faid I would prove the conduct of the Board 
of Controul to be in this inſtance contrary to 
the letter and ſpirit of the law, as well as injuri- 

| ous. to the Company, and I truſt I ſhall be 


allowed to have fulfilled my promiſe; at leaſt, 


until a hay admiſſion of a debt can be conſtrued 
as à complete inveſtigation of it, and until the 
ſubſtantial calculations of the Court of Directors 
ſhall be oppoſed by ſomething more convineing 
than trong grounds. of beligf.— I muſt now take 
the liberty to offer a few obſervations on the ſub- 


ject, which, in order to draw the reader's attention 


facts, I have hitherto refrained from. 


as little as poſſible from the conſideration of the 
In che firſt place then, two claſſes out of theſe 


debts * appear clear and indiſputable, but the 


: "3, 


third has neither ©. ſanction nor authority.” fr 
the Board of Controul, the Court of Directors, 


or the Preſidency of Madraſs, for which reaſons, 7 


(this being © an arrangement founded in juſ- 
« tice,”) the ſame Pprotetiion is to. be extended 
to it which has been allowed to the atber to! 


The vulgar way of coming at the reality of a con- 


teſted debt, is to make the creditor prove it, but 
the new. method adopted here ſcorns. this old 
faſhioned practice, and admits the juſtice of the 
demand, till ſome body ſhall think proper to ſtate 
a reaſonable ground of objection. Either way 
tis part of the arrangement is culpable: if the 

- creditor is once able fairly to ſubſtantiate his claim, 


it ts cruel to, ſubject him to after objections; if 


bis debt cannot be ſatisfactorily proved, it is un- 
juſt to adopt a general preſumprion in his favour. 
— But I believe the objections to this arrangement 
will in India be but few; ſhallow-indeed mult the 

e E. DA a eee 


from 
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policy of tht Feed de if they do not ſecure 
the happy turn in their favor, and fortify, be- 
yond the reach of future attacks, the ground 
the Right Honourable Commiſſioners have given 
them. A few ſtraggling malecontents, too in- 


ſignificant to be enliſted in the grand combination, 


wr perhaps mutter a threat or two, but there it 
end. Without giving them the trouble to tell 
all they know, their grievances may be redteſſed, 
and at the ſame time two of the great objeAs 
which the Board of Controul profeſs to have in 
view. in this deciſion will be obtained Tran- 
2 will Ag eee by © the circula- : 
rope 32 t 
Let . now 2 up the fefult of? the - 


neſs, and 1 will quit this part of my ſubject. 
1 have proved the interference of the Board 


of Controul to have“ been exerted in a manner 
contrary to the poſitive inſtructions of the Act 
of Parliament, and injurious to the intereſts of 
the Company. They have not exerciſed a power 


of reviling and amending the diſpatches of the 


Directors, but they have totally expunged their 
whole orders, and ſubſtituted others in © thei? 


room ſounded on principles diametrically dif- 


ferent. They bave not confined themſelves to 


the ſuperintending a political negotiation to 


which the Directors might be held incompe- 


tent, but they have oppoſed and counteracted 


them in the diſcharge of an 6ffite delegated to 
them by the Legiflature, familiar to thei capa · 
cities from their habits of life, ſtrictly within their 
department as a pecuniary tranſaction, and pro- 

led to be executed in a; manner to which no 
objection could be made, b-cauſe it was marked 


5 out and ſanctioned by the hand of Parliament 


itlelt. 


[21 ] 


iel. 2-After ſuch an encroachment, what ay. 


not be dreaded 2 If the Board ſo daringly exert 


their authority in contradiction to the expreſs pro- 


viſions of the act, what will they not attempt on 
points whereon the Legiſlature has been filent ? 


If, where the powers of the Court of Directors are 


aſcertained, the Commiffioners can annihilate them 
with impunity, what ſhall' become of thoſe pri- 


vileges which are only obliquely recognized in am- 
biguous terms? In vain may the Right Honour- 


able arbitrators attempt to ſhelter this meaſure 
under the pleas of © expediency,” and the neceſſity 
of coming to a final conclufion”'—1 ſay the in- 
lance before us eſtabliſhes a precedent, by which 
the whole property of the Eaſt India Company 


falls under the controul of theſe new ſovereigns; 
J affert that the conduct of the Board breathes 
_ defiance to the words of the Act of Parliament; 


and as to the Hpirit of it, let me only alk if it can 
be ſuppoſed that the Houle of Commons, when 
they ordered the Directors to inveſtigate the origin 
and juſtice of ſuſpicious claims to the amount of 


millions, could have deſigned that Mr. Dundas 
and his colleagues ſhould extend a ſudden. pro- 


tection to them without examination or enquiry? 


The powers of the Court of Directors having 8 


been thus in pecuniary matters demoliſhed, the 


— 


next point to which I requelt the attention ofthe 


Keader relates to another privilege of the Com- 


pany—that of enforcing diſcipline in India, and 


preſerving obedience and eee h A amduglt 
the ſervants abroad. 

By the 15th ſection of the act it . decked; 
that the Board of Controul ſhall not have the 
appointment of any offices, and when, added 


bas this, there was a right veſted in the Direc- 
the 


tors to diſmiſs from their ſervice whomſoever 
they choſe, it was imagined that the Bill acted 
up to the profeſſions of its framers, and that the 
Company were effectually ſecured in the polj- 
ſeffion of their former patronage. - Ingenuity 
' contrived however to diſcover a method by 
which, without claiming any power to nomi- 
nate, e Board of Controul aſſumed to them - 
ſelves the means of rendering the appointments 
an honour or a diſgrace, and teaching the ſervants: 
in India, that though the Directors gave them 
their offices, they were to be accountable for their 
conduct in the diſcharge of them to a ſuberior 
authority. The right of * diſiniſſing the Board 
already ſhared with the Directors, but from the 
right of appointment they had the mortification to 
feel themſelves clearly excluded. The diſcerning 
-Commiſſioner ſaw that if this power was fuffered 
to remain pure and unfettered with the Company, 
they would poſſeſs a degree of reſpectability, and 
maintain an independant rank in the eyes of 
their ſervants, highly prejudicial to the Majeſty 
of the Board of Controui. By ſome means or 
other therefore, ſuch a privilege was to be con- 
tracted and enſeebled, and if this remaining jewel | 
in the Court of Directors could not be pur- 
loined, it was at any rate neceſſary that its value 
mod be depreciated and its luſtre obſcured. 
— . ee was not long be 0p cy 


* ee No. 1 3. * „And we . ang chat if | 
. any creditor: ſnall be found refractory, or diſpoſed to 
7 diſturb the arrangement we have ſuggeſted, be Hall be 
*  Gifen! we the e ferwice and ſent home to England. 


1 ne HENRY DUNDas, &c. “ 
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A Colonel Rob, by a a reſolution of the Court 
of Directors, was permitted “ to return to In- 


« dia as Lieutenant Colonel and Chief Engineer 
% at Madras, but not allowed to rank in the infantry 


 *. corps on that eftabliſkment.” This exception 
thwarting his object, which was to, obtain the 


advanced rank of Colonel in the army by brevet, he 


petitioned the Directors, who refuled to comply 


with his requeſt, and twice put a negative upon 


the application. Upon his arrival at Madras, how- 
ever, the Colonel renewed his ſolicitations to the 


Preſident and Council, and endeavoured to obtain 


from them what he had been ſo poſitively refuſed 


bere. The Preſidency, in their letter to the 


Company, make mention of this new application, 
to which the Directors, after ſtating the circum- 
ſtances as above, conclude their anſwer in theſe 


words: his (Colonel Roſs's) urging you to a 


compliance with a requeſt which we had pre- 


* viouſly decided on, was highly diſreſpe&tful f 


* to us, and we direct that you acquaint Lieu- 
* tenant Colonel Roſs of our diſapprobation of 
* his conduct on this occaſion.” (See Aae 
dix, No. II. 1.) | 

The Board of Controul having thought proper 

to expunge the whole of this paragraph, becauſe 
* they cannot concur in the diſapprobation of 
Colonel Roſs, (See Appendix, No. II. 2.) 
the Court of Directors, as on the former occaſion, 
preſented a remonſtrance on ſuch conduct (Ap- 


pendix, No. II, 3. but it unluckily happened 


that, in their zeal. to defend their privileges, they. 
almoſt fought the battle of their enemies, by 
affording them the very opportunity they wiſhed, 


to e officially to the ſervants in India that, | 


| the 


\ 


r — — ——ů— — m_—_ * 
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5 . 24 * 1 
av a er the Company was agel 
t another quarter 
Ihe K af the Directors Men, that 
Ou wi adopted by Colonel Roſs, of ** appeal. 
Ding from che ſuperior to the. inferior authority 
js ſo deſtructioe of all government, that they 
ſbould think they abdicated their truſt if ſuch a 
conduct was permitted to pals without cen- 
„ ſure;: that a deliberate contempt of their 
pe authority not only 20: diſapproved, but in- 
dirtłiihj applauded by the Right Hon. Board 
_ © refuſing permiſſion even ts reprebend, mult 
© lead their-{ervants'to- imagine, that it is 10 
2M 4 'their duty to obey thoſe <who poſſeſs the 
ent authority in * Grea! "Britain; but that 
" MY may ſaſely ſpeculate on the: probable Judg ment 
dich may be hereafter formed on ihe ary 
„ the original orders.” 
Had the evil Genius of the tada Company” 
_ Himſelf guided the pen, he could not have written 
a language more ſeverely to be turned againſt 
themthan the paſſages I have above quoted; and, 
to do juſlice io the Honourable: Commillioners, 
they have not overlooked the advantage that was 
to be gained. Whether Colonel Roſs was repre- 
hended or not, ſignified but little; the grand point 
wos 70 publiſh the principle on \which the Board 
might” hereafier-a#, and this has been molt effec-" 
tually done. The rejoindet - tatics a ſling in 
every word. (Sce Appendix, No. II. g.) For 
reaſons ar eng ung from tte earneft reprefeniahon you 
* have mace 10 us, you have our Gogureſrence to 
„ {end out the paragraph as originally framed. 
We truſt, howerer, that / this acguieſceuce 
« it ciil not 35 underſtood, that «wwe mean to recog-" 
nige any Power in yeu. to tranſmit to India either 
« CENSURE or 272 ATION of the conduct of 
|| any 
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2 yy ſervait, 'civil or military, EXCLUSIVE "OP 
«HE "CONTROUL F THIS BOA 
The direct inference to be drawn" from this in 

India mut be. that, as the Right Hon. Board 
have declared their right o refuſing permilſion, 

_ 4 e&en'to/reprehend,” the & inion of thEDireRors 
 themlelves is, “ that the ſervants muſt be lead to 
« imagine, it is bo longer their duty to obey 
„ thoſe WHO poſſeſs the preſent authority in Great 
« Britain, but that they may ſufely N on 
7 the probable judgment which" may be hereafter 

« forined on the propriety of the ariginal orders. oo 

Here then at once, degraded Company, is 
Blow ſtrack at your patronage which leaves it in 
a fituation but little to be envied. Appoint youe 
own favourite, and the frowns of the Commiſ- 
fioners may cloud all his fair proſpects, and by 
one ing cenſure for ever cruſh his hopes of 
| Preferment ;—appoint the favourite of the Board; 
and he may infult your authority, and ſubvert 
your diſcipline without your being permitted even 

to reprehend him. The odium and the external 
forms of patronage you have, but the ſweets and 
the eſſential authority of it belong to another. 
The flattering approbation that gratifies fidelity, 
and the dreaded reprimand” that gives vigour to 
diſcipfine, are no longer ente they flow- from 
another quarter, in oppobtion to whoſe decrees, 
not even the King can impart encouragement or 
rebuke to the military in India. In that branch of 
the empire all that either your power, or his Pre. 
be. can in future be entitled to, is, the 
ngry Jealouſy of unſucceſsful candidates, which 
will ever attend on the right to appoint, and the 
r eee, which will neceſſarily follow the 
exerciſe of the 0 _ vil e you have, un- 
my Ur privge you c — 


1 25 3 
— diſmiſs, .To.diftribute. the laurel | 


of military achieyement, to\confer. approhatzon 
on judicial e reward the faithful dili- 


won of civil exertion, . offices 


which pie hg 10 Mr. Dundas. rue it is, 
che ſoldier, the judge, and the governor owe 
their appointments to you, but they feel that their 
characters and eſtimation with the world depend 


1 


on higher opinions, aud doubtleſs they will my | 


way court according. 


We have nom bo YH Board of fe = f 


- reſolutely obtaining the diſpoſal. of millions, and 


holding themſelves up as the fountain of public 
condemnation. or favour to all the Britiſh. Settle - 
ments in India; what will be ſaid, when 1 go on 
to demonſtrate, . that, even theſe ſtrides. were not 
long enough for, the ambition of ſome men, but 
that ſetting, all oppoſition at defiance, they perſiſt 


in their cateer, and, more ſecurely to carry it 


on, enable themſelves to. act under the fe ; guard 
of a. fror ſecrecy. 


In the. recital of. the powers of the Board of ' 


Controul as defined by the firſt Act of Parhament 
on the luhject, the Reader will find that the Di- 
rectors were ordered to.chuſe three from amongſt 


themſelves who. were to conſtitute a Secret Com- 


mittee, and having. reminded him of this, 1 muſt 


beg leave to ſtate the clauſe, which directs t gn 


poles. to which the ſaid Committee. are fo 
plied, verbatim, in order that 1 may not Rind for ſuſ- 
pected of any. miſrepreſentation. By the 15th Go. 


tion, it is enacted that, If the Board: /ha'l be of 


« opymon, that the lubje matter of any of their de- 
, bberations, concerning the levying of war or 


« making of peace, or treating. or negoliating with 
66 OY of the native Princes or "Slates in India ſhall re- 


n 101 
1 4 44 " a | 


« « quire 
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2 * fecrecy, it ſhall and may be law fal for the 
* ſaid Poard 40 ſend ſecret orders and inſtruftions to 
< the ſaid Secret Commiltee for the tire” — 
„ho ſhall thereupon, without diſclang the Jamie, 
. "tranſmit their orders and diſpatches in the uſual 
* form, according to the tenor of the ſaid orders 
< and inſtructions of the ſaid Board, to the re- 
i ſpective Government and Preſidencies in India: 
and that the ſaid Governments and Prefidencies 
* ſhall pay a faithful obedience to ſuch orders 
« and diſpatches, and ſhall return their anſwers = 
« fealed, (under cover) with their reſpectivè ſeals 
« to the ſartl Secret Commitee who ſhall forth- 
% with communicate ſuch anſwers to the ſaid 
4% Board.” I refrained from taking notite of this 
clauſe before, becauſe I wiſhed without intefrup- 
tion to bring the narrative down to the period 
when the oath of ſecrecy was added 10 it, in order 
that 1 might conſider it in its ſtate of perfection. 
Whether it was owing to any diſtruſt the Board 
might have in the Gentlemen appointed to com- 
poſe the Secret Committee, as not thinking them all 
tried men, or that the great Commiſſioner found 
u ben the Court of Directors got any item of what 
was going forward they were apt to comment too 
freely upon it, or that he was angry with the 
Committee for ſome hints they had let out, or 
that he had ſome maſter ſtroke in contemplation, 
which for the good of the Company it was pro- 
per they ſhould know nothing of, or which might 
not be quite calculated for public inſpection,. 
how this might be I cannot preſume to 
ſay, but early in the laſt Seſfion a clauſe was 
introduced into the new act of parliament which 
compelled every member of the Secret Committee 
cd take a ſolemn oath, © not to diſcloſe or make 


3 « Known 


25 kndwm any: N 1. or inſtructions 
* which might e to him by the 
. Comm Commiſſioners for the Affairs ad ey 7 
“ing the, — wie Np Len ng of 7 | 
« or treating. or. 
native Princes or. pd, unleſs 15 be 
* ohio by the a 1 Commiſſioners rod 
< antlmeke known the lame,” 
Thus did the Right Hon. B 
dently Prepare the way for any nem ſchemes he 
might have in agitation, and. PIT all imper- 
tinent ohſervations on his con A bY WS 
| es ane E r 'Tibs 


15 Deen Ub. $5 
e help, you 7 17 i 
eee ee I bear myſelf, 
As 1 perchance hereafter ſhall think meet 
' Tagut an antick diſpoſition 9 
That you at ſuch times ſeeing me, never hall,” 
(Wich arms encumbered chus or this head ſhake, + 
Or by pronouncing of ſome doubtſul phraſe, | 
4 ' he el. endure nant, 74 . 
; rn ye wa PR 3 30'S 
That you know aught of me: This do ye ſw ear 
ache Wann at your moſt r 


e 
„Alert. the final blow 3 2 8 pri- 
O e company, b we ' ve 
at At ſeen the real ſituation to Which, by Mr. 
Pitt's bill, it was meant to reduce the Court of 
Directors. After the language which had been 
uſed with reſpect tu Mr. Fox's rejected meaſure, 
it was impoſſible avowedly to take the Charter at 
once, bur 3 and underhand it has moſt 
e nn done; and really the proceſs 
Free 1 Mn LIT 
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is ingenious. Firſt, the King is to appoint. ſix 
Commiſſioners, who are to ſupetintend and con- 
troul the diſpatches of the twenty ſour Directors; 
then theſe twenty- four Directors are to chuſe 
three of their numiber who are to form a Secret 
Committee. This Committee are kept back as 
a corps of reſerve, for ſome unforeſeen emer- 
gency — no immediate uſe appears to have been 
made of them for a conſiderable time after their 
appointment, becauſe to have ſhewn too early 
the purpoſes to which they were to be applied, 
might have given the alarm before the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman was firm in his ſeat. The firſt 
battles were therefore to be fought with the whole 
Direction together, and having vanquiſhed them 
in one engagement, and contrived, though quit- 
ting the field, to carry off their colours in the 
other, the great Commiſſioner grows weary of 
theſe troubleſome encounters, feels himſelf ſe- 
cure in his power, and reſolving to manage India 
more at his eaſe, at length brings his Secret Com- 
mitee to the charge, and gives notice, that in 
future he means to act through them. — Within 
a few days after the Secret Committee were 
ſworn, the curtain was dropped, and the Directors 
effectually ſhut out from all inſpection into their 
affairs. * 1 1 : 
A diſpatch was prepared to be ſent to Madras 
relative to certain arrangements with the Nabob 
of Arcot of a pecuniary nature, which, accords 
ing to the orders of the Court of Directors, dated 


the-gth December, 1784, the Preſidency of Fort 


St. George had previouſly made ſome progreſs 
in, and were preparing to eſtabliſh upon a perma- 
nent footing. On this diſpatch being ſubmitted to 
7 7 4 | \ x a „„ 10 | 2 t che 
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Ae Paved sf Cantibul- Ee öl at ; 
they expunge almoſt the whole of it, and then 
deliver this laconic meſſage: As we tbink i 


* more oper that fuch inftrudtions, as it is now 


FE? "Receſſary to tranſmit upon the" ſubjef?, ſhould 


© go" through the” channel of your Secret Com. 
_ < mittee, we ſhall ſend a draft to them. for that 


« *9urpoſe.” = And; that there may be no. miſ- 


| enderftanding; as to who is Lord paramount of 
the Board of Controul, Mr. Dundas ſigns firſt; 


and then follows © William Pitt N et Rex 
mens fir Henry Dundas, ve his m | 
FYY Prime Miniſter ! Nenn 

On the receipt of this N un Conte: of 
Directors took the alarm, and conceiving a mere 
pecuniury og relative neither to peace nor 


war, could not be an object which the —— 


ever wiſhed to keep the light from, ſimply be- 
cauſe it was a tranſaction with a native Prince of 
India, in addition to the opinion of their own 
counſel, obtained thoſe of the Attorney and 8So—-— 


licitor Henat—whith yeh 4 the W Nor 


* As I really Gwhefs Us muſt have been 4 miſtake nm 
eopyir the letter, I took the trouble to enquire into the fact, 


and will now aſſert, that in the ciginal, the ſignatures ſtand 


as I have deſcribed. it is almoſt impoſſible that Mr. Pitt 
could have aſſiſted at the Board when this famous ge was 
drawn up, notwithſtanding he has figned it; beca e, had he 
e ent, he muſt, by the Act * Parliament, have been f 
t, and as ſuch, 12 rel Art. 1 have heard | 
faid, that the way in which buſineſs is tranſacted at the 
55 of Controul is this Mr. D. dictates and ſigns the diſ. 
patches, which, having once obtained the farction of his name, 
are carried round to the other. Commiſſioners, who add their - 
ſignatures as d matter of courſe. The 1 will determine 
whether or no what I have aboye ſtated es a colour to the 
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IV. The three opinions however un 
agree, that, by the letter of the Act, the Boar 
were authoriſed. to proceed in che manner they 
Gd. Mr. Smith, one of the Directors, chrew up 
is office and reſigned a ſtation in which he found 
himſelf himſelf deprived, of all information n 
thoſe ſubjects, which his duty ſeemed; to require - 
im to inſpect. (Appendix, No. V. 1.) The 
reneral Court came to a ſtrong reſolution, that 
the powers exerciſed by the Board were ſubver- 
five of their © chartered rights, and tended. to 
#* eſtabliſh a ſecret ſyſtem * goverument, highly 
dangerous to the intereſts of the public and 
Company.“ n V. No. 3.) The 
Court of Directors deputed the two Chairmen to 
wait upon Mr. Pitt, to lay the above refolution 
before him, and aſk his aſſiſtance in Parliament tq 
explain the powers, of the Board of Controul, 
with regard to-ſccret correſpondence: To this 
requeſt, Mr. Pitt, having taken a week to con- 
ſider of, and moſt probably to conſult with his 
friend on the abies, | 


| returned for anſwer, _ that 
e he did not ſee; any grounds for an application 
ce to Parliament.“ (Appendix, V. No. 4, 5, 6.) 
From that day to this, the Board of Controp 
haye been arbitrary monarchs 
I I have, in the Appendix, inſerted the whole o 
the propoſed diſpatch, and marked. ut the par 
icular paſſages EN by the Commiſſioners, 
or the ſatis faction of the curious reader, and 
that I may not be accuſed of Keeping any thing 
back ; but I do not here mean to take up time 
by at all entering into the detail of the buſineſs. 
My arguments reſt not upon the propriety of ex- 
punging this or that particular paragraph 
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def Le og which the Board acts that I 
perl abt ied, 9 


a precedent is now eff 


_ uk fu ject matter ith the name of 2 


to' Be turn on * ourt of Directors. 


e excellent an "ſp 1rited letter of Mr. Smith hy 
and.if they ſhall” ll continue ſtrenuous in ſup- 


e Court of Directors are not Mr 1 
= dudting "a mere pecbmaty JED Aidn, 


| 7 85 xe difpanded the better; their ſalari 
but, a. burthen to the co any, and 
their office of little credit to chemſelves. 
_ To thoſe who, are open to convictioh, may I 
de allowed to throw our a "ig ideas on the ſub⸗ 
| ha of this myſterious ſecree 
"become of the e authority of. the 
ompary over their ſervants abroad under ſuch 
8 ſyſtem ? It cannot ſurely be expected that 
ck obedience will be paid to the Director 
when it is Known, that their powers are . 
o the mere routine of office, and that all the 
moſt marerial dif patches are tranſmitred without 


their knowledge. Once ſhew 'that they are be- 


come dependents, and, deſtroying An idea 
of their conſequence and dignity, you effectually 
_ overthrow the very foundation of reſpect and 
| diſcipline. As they are now ſituated, their rank in 
the eſtimation of India depends on the mercy of 
BY N The ſame ſhi ip may carry 
out 


ich, 7 it will in future only be requiſite, to con- þ 
2 Prin 1 55 or State in Indra, and the key . 


ſan * mirers of Adminiſtration 
uſe the ty ion of Mr. Rouſe, and | 


Ls 


| F Board of Controul, and think that 


I will only” beg leave to ſay, the i 8 


4 


4% 


our proofs of the omnipotence of the Board of 
Controul, and the infignificance of the Court 
of Directors — while the inſtructions of the one 


are inculcating the leſſons of peace, the order: 5 


of the other may ſound the declaration of war. 
In fact, intelligence of conſequence will be 
known to the ſervants before the maſters are 
acquainted with it, becauſe the diſpatches of the 
Secret Committee may be made public in Indlia 
when they are not even gueſſed at here. 80 cir. 
cumſtanced, the authority of the Company wilt 
ſoon become ridiculous and an object of con- 
tempt. For protection and encouragement men 
will naturally look up to the ſuperior, in pre- 
ference to che controuled power, and what has been 
feelingly. predicted by the Directors themſelves 
will quickly come $24 paſ—* the ſeryants' will 
learn to. ſpeculate on the probable Judgment 
r which may be after formed on the'propriety of 
«the original orders, and the publir 2 "Ro 
will be but little regarded till Fa concurrence 
with the ſecrer inſtructions is made kflow u. 
It may be remembered that T ſtated how feeble 
a ſecurity was given for the Commiſſioners not 
interfering with the commerce; I muſt now argue 
more ſtrongly, and add, that even the ambi 
ection afforded by the words of the act, 15 
the operation of it, directly overthrown. 
the caſe, that the Board of Controul ſend a a 
patch to the Secret Committee to be forwarded 
to India, which, through the medium of ſome ha- 
tive Prince, materially affects the trade of the 
Company. By their oath the Secret Committee are 
reſtrained. from giving any information of the 
danger, and, as diſpatches received in ſecrecy are 
to be ſecretly * it is obvious that the 
| F Court 
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Court of Directors can never know of the en- 
croachment till they feel it in its miſchief.— 
What now becomes of the boaſted appeal? It is 
to all intents and purpoſes annihilated. No man 
can ſnew me a practicable method by which the 
Company can avail themſelves of that clauſe in 
the act which ſays, „his Majeſty in council 
ec ſhall decide whether any propoſed diſpatch of 
ce the Board is, or 1s not, connected with points on 
« which they have no authority.” - The King 
cannot, without the voluntary information of the 


_ Commiſſoners, come at the bare ſtatement of 


the fag, _ 25 give 4 deciſion.— The feel - 
ings of the India Company may, perhaps, with- 
— hazard be inſulted, but Er a have 
forbid the name of Majeſty from being ſported 
with. How muſt it appear in the eyes of Eu- 
rope, that an Act of Parliament, which directs 
an appeal to the King, reduces him to the neceſ- 
ſity of himſelf petitioning a ſubject to grant 
him the means of diſtributing Juſtice upon 1t! - 

While I am on this part of my fubje& let me 
take the rtunity to obſerve, that the Prero- 
gative of making peace and war no longer ex- 
cluſiyely flows in its uſual channel; it may be ex- 


erted in India, by the ſecret powers of the Board 


of Controul, without any participation or know- 
- ledge of the Crown. A daſh of the Right Ho- 

nourable Commiſſioner's pen can ſet the whole 
country in a blaze, and none but himſelf and col- 
leagues can quench the conflagration.—You In- 
dian Princes who wiſh to enjoy the bleſſings of 


peace, profit by the hint. Come with offerings 


and pour your tribute inta the lap of him who 
is the new Sovereign Diſpoſer of fertility or 
deſolation. In proportion as your allegiance to 


* 


E 
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him is proved, ſo may your Territories be pro- 
tected or endangered, and, as your homage * 
glected or paid, the Temple of the modern Janus 
ber , 
Strange ! that the loyalty of the people ſhould 
be at the ſame time ſo vigilant and yet ſo blind! 
that they ſhould ſee the danger of giving exceſ. 
ſive power te one ſet of men who were to exert 
it openly, and yet transfer a prerogative to another 
who are to exerciſe it in ſecret | That a public 
aſſumption of the diſpoſal of offices without the 
King's participation, ſhould create almoſt an in- 
ſurrection, and yet that the fate of an empire 
ſhould, without jealouſy, be ſubjected to a few 
individuals as a private truſt! That they ſhould 
defend their Sovereign againſt a diſtant orm of 
which he could gradually ' perceive, and epare 
againſt the approaches, and yet aſſiſt to lay a 
mine of which the diſcovery and the miſchiefs may 
be felt at the ſame unguarded moment ! Let the 
Right Honourable Commiffioner fit upon his 
ſecret throne for a few years longer, and who 
ſhall dare to counteract him? Dreaded by one 
half of the princes of India, and gratefully adored 
by the other; with the ſervants of the Company 
looking up to him with reverence, and the Di- 
rectors regarding him with awe; having exten+ 
ſively ſcattered his connections abroad, and con- 
ferred obligations on hundreds at home; with 
the wealthy Plunderer his friend from: fear, and 
honeſt Poverty clinging to him for advancement ; 
in a word, with the whole Eaſtern empire in his 
graſp—what power is there in this country that can 
withſtand his influence? If the crown does not ſoon 
exerciſe its right to revoke the Commiſſion, the ſeaſon 
of kingly authority may be paſt, I throw out this as 
| F 2 6 comfort 


2 


— — — 
— r — , : 
926) Adv e A y n 


*« port of the Company; as Secret Committee men 


[2861] +”, 
om to 1 who. fear the preſent Bill wil. 
encreaſe the patronage of St. James's, and as a 


hint to * whole 1 it may be, to watch 
over the rights of Prerogative. Let me now, 


after aſking pardon. for this digreſſion, return to 
the Secret Committee. 

The three gentlemen who ales it are 
forced into the moſt cruel ſituation that can well be 
conceived. As Directors they take an oath, © ac- 


cording to the beſt of their underſtandings, to give 


* their advice, counſel, and affilance for the ſup- 


they ſwear, not to iſcloſe or make known any 
ok the ſecret orders which ſhall be communi- 
* catcd to them by the Board of Controul con- 
05 . levying of war or making of peace, 
„ g or negotiating with eny native Prince 
* of h A multuude of cafes might be put 
in 294 theſe two oaths would moſt materially 
claſh, but I will beg leave to Rate one, the grounds 


of which are freſh in the Reader's memory. Sup- 


poſe the diſpatch relative to the payment of the 
Nabob's debts, as altered by the Board of Con- 
troul, had been ſent to the Secret Commiitee to 
be forwarded to India (and the opinion of Coun- 
ſe} authorizes me to ſay that it might); what would 
have been their fituation ? Either they _ have 


Let me not bins be thought to mean any the moſt ail. 


tant reflection on the 3 members of the Secret Com- 


mittee ; indeed I need not do more than ſay, that Mr. Man- 
ſhip is one, to prove that no diltefye@ul infinuation can be 
intended.. In 8 of fact das e wiſchiefs complained of 
did not ſhe t mſelyes till after the three gentlemen who 
now hold the truſt,” were; worn. T am. convinced that 


_ the nature of the office was not, when 'it was undertaken, 
| Jutdiciently conſidered, and my only obect is open the eyes of 


ds d. % be 1 in * next. 


deviated | 


kt 1 


deviated Wa the obligations of fecrey to [which 
'were-/worn, or they muſt have acquieſced 
in a meaſure, to which, they themſelves declared, 
* udn duty required they ſhould ale their ſtrongeſt 
ent.” —I own, while there ied a poſlibility 
of a fimilar caſe occurring, Ido not know of any 
thing which would tempt me to render myſelf 
liable to the feelings that would ſuggeſt themſelves. 
Indeed I look upon the Secret Committee, in 
the very nature of it, to be ſubverſive of 
every principle on which buſineſs ought to be 
tranſacted. It is a conſtitution of three Gentle« 
men appointed to receive the pay of one deſcrip- 
tion of men, for executing the commiſſions of 
another, and liable to be driven into that ſtrange 
predicament, that they betray their truſt, when they 
diſcharge their duty. They may be forced to 
 Ggn as their own opinion, that which their ſenti- 
ments revolt at, and incur reſentment and diſgrace 
; when they are entitled to compaſſion and favour. 
Though ſlaves they may be hated as tyrants, and, 
while they only diſcharge an infignificant agency, 
attract on themſelves all the odium that attends 
on uſurpation. With the moſt upright intentions 


towards the Company, they may be compelled 


to ſign the death warrant of its rights, without 
being able to forewarn the victim of its danger, 
and in a word, become to the Board of Con- 

troul, what his Mwes are to the Turkiſh Baſhaw, 

'—the ſecret inſtruments of arbitrary power. 
The characters of thoſe who now are Com- 
. miſſioners for the affairs of India give us ſecurity 
_ againſt theſe miſchiefs at preſent, but I maintain 
that under the operation of the Acts of Parliament 
ſuch things might happen. os 


* 
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-- ee myſelf to t' e Cdurt of Di- 
redtors. as the W af the Eaſt-India 
1 * all theſe 3 and: encroach- 
9 what advantage can you ſhew me the Com- 
pany has received. What franchiſe has been 
confirmed ta them, or what privilege explained 
in their favor? Lou will anſwer, your patronage 
is preſerved ;—let us fee how chat ſtands. Vo 
are not allowed to ſend out one ſervant to India, 
under the degree of Counſellors, until thoſe al- 
ready on the {pot are provided for, and 1 believe 
IL am not far from the truth when I ſay, that be- 
fore that happens, your charter will expire. 1 
admit you have the appointment of Counſcllors 
at the different 3 but let me aſk, 
without hinting at the weight which it is pretty 
ell underſtood the recommendation of the Board 
of Controul, privately fignified, would have, let 
me aſk whether you would think it prudent to 
appoint any man, how extenſive ſoever his merits, 
who had the misfortune to be obnoxious to the - 
Right Honourable Corumiſſioner? I ſee you 
redden at the inſinuation, and prepare to vindi- 
cate your independence. Well then, perſiſt in 
s own nomination. —Your favorite ſhall 
take his ſeat with triumph He is a Coun- 
ſellor.— But let him now beware how he 
acts Let his obedience atone: for your Ob- 
ſtinacy, and remember that Protection muſt 
come from another quarter; let him bow and 
ſubmit to the politicks of the reigning Powers, 
for if unfortunately he ſhould be pronounced 
« refraftory,” be ſhall be diſmiſed Yor er vice and 
you bome to England! 


Va 
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All that relates to Gi Revenue, is 
avowedly under the Board of Controul, from 
whence it demonſtratively follows, that to encreaſe 
the power ofthe Governor General, is to enereaſe 
the power of the Right Honourable Com · 
miſſioners. By the late regulations of Parliament 
the number of the Council is reduced, and the 
Governor General enabled to act independently 
of them, hence the right of diſmiſſion. k becomes 
more valuable to the Board, and three out of four 
of your appointments are rendered inſignificant; 


Let' it be conſidered too, that the mp of Coun- 


ſellors muſt be made from amongſt thoſe who. 
have been twelve years reſident in India, and the 
privilege of recalling will e ſtill more im- 
portant. 

As to the Governor Gray | RE fancy 1 it will 
hardly be contended, but that your conduct in 
the nomination of him is regularly founded upon 

2 ſort of Conge d Elire; — to this, however, you will 
— that you have the power of diſmiſſing him 
at your pleaſure. True, but to what end? - Of 
men qualified for ſo very arduous an office, there 
are but few to chuſe from, and ſhould you perſiſt 
in the exerciſe of this right, you would ſoon be 
driven either to appoint him who is inadequate to 
his taſk, or ſupport him who may inſult you with 
impunity. May the Noble Earl who at this day 
preſides over your affairs abroad, long ſuperin- 
tend them! but do not forget that not even the 
virtues of Lord Cornwallis may be able to 
exempt him from the common lot to which his 
Ration, by the ſyſtem now eſtabliſhed, is liable. 
Whenever ſufficient uſe ſhall have been made of 
his reputation as a ſoldier, and his fame for in- 
tegrity as a man, it may afford but little ſecurity  - 
to him, that his conduct has been exemplary and 
his ſervices eminent. Abſolute diſmiſſion _—_ 
indee 


ie): 


lend etc an alarm, but the feelings of a 
veteran are nice, and a. reſignation might be 
enfily provoked. Thwarted and privately teized 


on every:meaſure, he might be driven to retire 


in diſguſt, and leave the Government of India 
to be managed by a ſucceſſor better read in 


A ſecret. :nſtructions.”.-If ever ſuch an event ſhould _ 


take place, the bleſſings of the Secret Committee, 
the power of the r 


"Io your nominat right to appoint, will all, moſt 
probably, appear in their true colours. 165 


As you are now, from practice, chlo ks look 


= upon encroachment: without that violent indig- 


nation which formerly agitated you, may I be 
allowed to bring to your recollection the bill in- 
troduced by Me. Fox in 1783, and preſume to 
—— the arhpatation — with the 

re you ſuffer. 


MY cops the bill of Mr. Fox, the management of 


the India Company was - veſted in ſeven Com- 


 miſſioners, of whom Earl Fitzwilliam was Pre- 


ſident. Their office was to continue for four 


| years, and their conduct was liable to the con- 


ſtant inſpection of Parliament.— By the bill of 


Mr. Pitt, your affairs are governed by fix Com 


miſſioners, of whom, in every paper but one, 


which has been produced, Mr, Dundas appears | 
to take the lead. Their powers gain additional 


ſtrength every days and no ſeaſon is marked out 


to perfect their growth, neither, unleſs they chuſe | 


it, are their proceedings to be examined by any 


human creature except ſuch as are ſworn not to 
diſcloſe them. + What was there here to. entitle -- 


the latter meaſure to the preference? Is the 


character of Mr. Dundas more reſpectable than | 
chat of Lord Fitzwilliam, or is a Secret, Governn 


ment, in the hands of * one, leſs liable to 
6 8 * ſuſpicion 


6833. 
ſuſpicion, than an open exerciſe of authority un- 
Uer the direction of the other? „ 
Mi.. Fox took the commerce; and lodged the 
ſuperintendence of it in nine gentlemen, ex 
Preſsly nominated: for that ſole purpoſe. Mr. 
Pitt neither takes it, or lets it alone, but, by 
a new ſpecies. of ambiguous policy, leaves it to 
the King to decide on ſome future day to whoſe 
_ truſt it ought to be committed. What is there 
_ of ſuperior advantage to the Company in this? Or 
even if the words could be ſuppoſed to hold out. 
any benefit, have I not ſhewn that the operation 
of the Act would effectually deſtroy it? 
Uaſtly, by the bill of Mr. Fox, the ſervants 
| were to be reſponſible to thoſe who appointed 
them, but by the conſtruction of Mr; Pitt's A#, 
the right of appointment excludes the idea of au- 
thority.—I will not offend your underſtandings 
by an attempt to ſhew the abſurdity of ſuch a 
| ep ]ðĩ?êi tn 
Il beg it may be underſlood, that I avoid all 
argument upon the effects which either of the 
bills may have on the conſtitution: Such a diſ- 
* cuſſion would lead much beyond the limits 
which I haye preſcribed to myſelf, and therefore 
I will refrain from any opinion on the ſubject; 
but, as far as relates to the Company, I maintain 
the bill of Mr. Fox deſerved the preference. 
Its actions were open and avowed, thoſe of the 
other ſecret and in the dark: Both dealt deſtruc- 
tion to your chartered privileges, but the mea- 
ſure you reſiſted was as much ſuperior to che 
interference under which you at preſent groan, 
as war is to aſſaſſination. In avoiding the 
Charge you fell into the Ambuſa, and I know of 
no other diſtinction than this, that inſtead. of 


wn 


— 


_ | ; 42 ] : 
dying honourably in the field, you are now te- 
ſerved to periſh in ignominous captivity. 

J fay to penſh, becauſe I hold it impoſſible 
©" you can ſurvive the year 1790, when your char- 


| 3 


ter expires, for every Proprietor muſt feel 


"that your. preſent conſtitution never will be 
' renewed, nor is it to be wiſhed it ſhould. 


So ſtrange a mixture of nominal authority 


and actual impotence, is contrary to every 
Principle on which a Government can hope to be 

proſperouſly conducted, and your total annihila- 
tion would be infinitely better for the Company 
than your prefent doubtful exiſtence. Let the 
Board of Controul ſtand forward and openly 

take all, the whole power and the whole reſpon- 
fibility, and we know what we have to truſt to; 
but a ſecret, undefined ſyſtem, be it exerciſed 
by whom it may, will ever beget ſuſpicion, and 


then follow jealouſies, bickerings, and want of 


confidence, evils which are dangerous to the 
well being of every ſociety, but which, ta a 


commercial one, muſt ultimately bring deſtruc- 


8 | TO | 
While it was ſuppoſed that the Proprietors 
would make a ſtand in defence of their privileges, 


and petition the juſtice of Parliament for redreſs, - 
there were ſome hopes that your conſequence 


might again be reſtored, and that you might 
© return to your rank amongſt the corporations of 
England. But the lot is now drawn, the anly 
* meaſure that could lead to extricating you from 
the miſchiefs complained of, has had a deciſive 
negative ꝓut uon it, and the ſubmiſſion of the 
Company to the Board of Controul has been 
virtually avowed. * 


1 5 . 
* Se the Poſtſcript. | 


le K | 
Jour ſituation therefore is now without remedy, 
and the picture of your paſt and preſent condition, 
when painted by the hand of truth, moſt mor- 
tifying. I will exhibit it faithfully, and then 
take my leave of the ſubject. e 
It is but three years ago, that you attracted 
the notice of all Europe. You complained of 
an attack on your charter, and every man, from 
the King to the plowman, took the alarm. Such 
Vas your canſequence at that period, that within 
a few days you carried all before you. You ſaw 
a whole Adminiſtration routed, a Miniſter ſup- 
ported in oppoſition to the Houſe of Commons, 
a Parhament ſuddenly difolved, and the name 
of the India Company ſufficient in almoſt every 
borough in England, to over throw all conſidera- 
tions of property, connections, or Rank. 
Mark the ſequel! You raiſed a power Yo 
cruſh yourſelves, and in the very moment of the 
( | moſt complete victory, you were obliged to ſub- 
mit to the conditions of the moſt difgraceful 
defeat; a defeat, compared to which, the over- - 
throw you efcaped from your original enemy 
l\ would have been glorious. The attack of Mr. 
Fox certainly would have taken every privilege 
and franchiſe from you, but you would have 
loſt them honourably, and the Company have 
expired with the reputation of martyrdom.— 
Better would it have been to have died fo, than 
to be allowed to live on ſuch terms as the pre- 
ſent. The conqueſt obtained by the Board of 
Controul adds inſult to injury, and having taken 
poſſeſſion of your citadel and made you pri- 
ſoners, compels you to walk in the Conqueror's 
train, dreſſed out in the pomp of your for- 
mer dignity, like captives in a Roman triumph 
\# ail G2 al 
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All the parade of your loft eonſequence remains 
while you are not able to call one 2 AA 
lege your own. Without knowing what your 
duty is, you are reſponſible to your conſtituents, 
for the diſcharge of it, and though oftenſible 
rulers of India, you cannot carry one meaſure. 

into execution. With all the mockery of nomi- 
nal power, you are deſtitute of yigour or efficacy, 
and you fit with paper Crowns upon your head 


We 
12 4 . + Ms 97 
to copy diſpatches, and lament your fate! | 


"0 


POSTSCRIPT, 


| e F T 
W tl? 
A REPORT having been Wente cireu - 
lated, that the Board of Controul had made ſuch 
concellions of power, as to have ſatisfied the Come * 
patiy, I have thought: it proper toy add a few 
| — on that ſubjec. 
At the General. Court held che 7h inſtant, 4 
motion was brought forward, © That a Com 
„ mittee be appointed to conſider of the means 
e proper to be adopted, for aſcertaining and more 
te effetually preſerving the rights of the Court of | 
* Directors and Proprietors.” | 
In order to prove that there was no neceſſity for 
a meaſure of the kind, a paper was read, coming 
from the Board of Controul, which, on a curſory 
peruſal, ſtruck Mr, Rouſe, to be ſuch a renun- 
ciation of the Secret Powers as the Company might 
be ſatisfied with. The motion on this was about 
to be withdrawn, but ſome little converſation hap- 
pening to ariſe, a ſecond Paper by accident fell into 
Mr, Rouſe's hands, whick ſo clearly proved the 
duplieity of that which had been held up as a con- 
 ceffion on the part of the Board of Controul, and 
the little ſecurity the Company had for the future 
revention of the encroachments they complained 
of, that the learned Counſel defered to retratt his 
firſt ohinion, and let the motion take its courſe. 
The conſequence was, that it was ſent to a ballot, 
and there decidedly negatived 
That I may not appear to keep any thing back, 
I bave inſerted the fir/t Paper alluded to, in the Ap- 


pendix 


pendix No. VI. and the Reader will there alſo 
* chat it is not my fault he is not gralificd, with 

a fight of the fecond. > 6 hp 

As the caſe at preſent ſtands I can give no fur- 
ther 1 on the ſubject than, that the 
Paper which ſeemed to be advantageous to the 
Rights of the Company, was officiouſly produced 
and pompouſly read, while that, which took 
away from them even the appearance of . 
was directed to the Secret Committee, and on ly came 
to light by the miſtake of a Gr Let the world 

its own comments. 
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XXXVII. A ND whereas very large ſums of 
| apr, a claimed to be due to 


Britiſh ſubjects by the Nabob of Arcot, in the re- 
covery whereof, it is expedient that ſuch aſſiſtance 
ſmould be given them as is expedient with the rights 

of the ſaid United Company, the ſecurity of the 
creditors, and the honour and dignity of the ſaid 
= Nabob ; Be it enacted; That the Court of Directors 
of the ſaid Company ſhall, as ſoon as may be, take 
into confideration the origin and juſtice of the ſaid- 
demands, as far as the materials they are in poſſef - 
ſion of will enable them to do, and that they ſhall 
give ſuch orders to their preſidencies and ſervants 
abroad, for completing the inveſtigation thereof, as 

| | the nature of the caſe ſhall require, and eſtabliſhing 
in concert with the ſaid Nabob, ſuch fund for the 
_ diſcharge! of theſe debts which all be: juſtly due 
according to their reſpective claims and priority, 
as ſhall be confiſtent with the rights of the ſaid: 
United Company, the ſecurity of the. creditors, and 
ne honour and dignity. of the ſaid Nabobs _ 
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| 64 Purſuant to the directions 1 in the 855 act of 
parliament, we have taken into our conſideration 
the origin and juſtice of the demands of Britiſh 
fubjects upon the Nabob of Arcot, ſo far as the 
materials in our poſſeſſion have enabled us to do. 
66. Theſe demands are diſtinguiſhed under the 
7 . heads, viz. 3 
The old debt, OA eee 
The new debt, — 10 
The ＋ to Meſfrs. role, Majendie, and 
C 15 
* * The Nabob bimfelf, in his letter to x e 
vernor Palk, of the 12th December, 177 6. has 
given the beſt account of the origin of the od debt, 
that is to be met with upon our records, a copy 
whereof is incloſed, in which his right, after enu- 
mo the cauſes: which, from time to time, 
d him to procure / pecuniary, aids, declares, 
« that the fums lent him were truly and juſtly lent ; 
«© him.” The account of this debt in January, 
2967, appears to be about 22 lacks of pagodas, at 
_ time the intereſt thereon, was reduced to 
ro per cent. in conſequence of our orders of the 17th, 
of May, 1766. Not more than a fourth part of 
this debt, we underſtand remains to be diſcharged, | 
the Company having frequently recommended che 
caſe of _ _ nen 0 an N Woh ee { 
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68. It was not until the year 1776, that the 
Court of Directors were informed, that the Nabob 


had contracted a new debt, excluſive of the cavalry 


Joan, to a much greater amount than the former. 


It is ſtated in 1777, at which time it was conſoli- 


dated at thirty - five lacks of pagodas, bearing an 


antereſtoaf auer '. b 
69. Although we haue repeatedly written to ile 


- - Nabob, and 10 our ſervants, reſpetling vie debt, -yet 


we have never been able to' trace the origin thereof, 


or to obtain any ſatisfaftory formation upon the 


ſubjett, 12 bn . * „„ Sand $I LE 
70. It is true, the Nabob has aſſured us in big 


letter of the 12th of Auguſt, 1783, That the 


claims of his diſtreſſed creditors are the claims 
of juſtice, and whoſe demands he is bound by. 
* honourandevery moral obligation, to diſcharge; 
that it is not, therefore, without great con- 


- $* cern, he has heard inſinuations tending, to quel- 


* tion the legality of their right to the payment of 


thoſe juſt debts, which proceeded from advances 
4 made openly and honourably for the ſupport of 


his own and the public affairs. 


71. But notwithſtanding, the N abob has thug 


| admitted the fairneſs of theſe debts, yet, from the 


4 


anſwer in his paper of requeſts, it may be inferred, 
that the Governor General and Council entertained 
a different opinion concerning them, when they 
thought it reaſonable: to require, that there ſhould 
be an abatement of 2 gl. per cent. from ſuch of the 
debts as may have been transferred, and that the 
whole ſhould be diſcharged without intereſt, » Be- 
Lides, ſuſpicions reſpefting the nature of. theſe latter 


"Hebts, not very favaurable to thoje concerned in them, 


. 
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und origin, we are, indiſpenfibly 
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52. We do not mean to queſtion the Nabob's. 
right to-ifſue his bond to whom he pleaſes. But 
when thoſe pecuniary tranſaftions have relalſon to ou 
wn ſervants, who are bound to the Company for the 
performance of various conditions under certain penal- 


ties; in all ſuch caſes; it is our indiſpenſible duty lo call 


n the Nabob for every information the ſu 
wid we make th 3 . 2 will ns 
propriety: thereof, and afford us compleat ſatisfac⸗ 
tion herein. We are in an eſpecial manner im- 

led to procure ſuch ſatisfaction, when we con- 

der, that, for the diſcharge of theſe bonds, tie 
veveruey of « certain tiftrifts. 1285 been aſſigned to our er- 
vans, from a country, the defence of | which © reſts en- 
tirely with the' Company, who are therefore parti- 
dularhy intereſted in _ he tat concerns 1 * fry 


For theſe — we ſhould ave Wielt 
it car duty to enquire very minutely into thoſe 
debts, even if the AQ of Parliament bad been bilent 

the ſubject, before we concutred in any mea+ 
ſures for their payment, But with'pofitiwe imunc- 
trons of 'the all before us,” to examine into their nature 
bound to direct ſuch an, 
enquiry to be inſtituted ; and we therefore comdidently 


and truſt, that you will obtain from the 


Nabob and the ereditors, the moſt ſatisfactor | 
acrount thereof, before you lend the authority of | 
the Company plan for their liquidation 
. With pelt to the gd article we find that 
in April, 1777; the Nabob ee a debt with 
Meſſrs. Taylor, Majendie and Call, of four lacks 
of pagodas, ſaid to be advanced him, to pay the 
arrears due to his troops, for the repayment of 
which, the Madras Government e to be the 
fecurity.: But the Court . Directors di iſavowed the 
25 + tranſatiiong | 


4 A PP E ND: bK No. * 
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nne The Jecounts of the Nabob's 7" | 


will ſhew the ſeveral advances which were. acs 
tually made in . conſequence. of this loan, and 


whether the lame yere appropriated 10 che parpoles 

Intended. TW, $4 | 
"#8 It; appears to us elfeatially r ts 

call for theſe explanations, as the Nabob has 


aſſerted. in. his letter of the 22d of March, 1279. 
that the two years were nearly expired. Mellrs, 
Taylor, &c..had notentirely diſcharged the arrears 
of thoſe troops. 


276, In the inſtructions riven by the Nabob's 
creditors to Mr. Richard Joſeph” Sullivan, the 


giſt of February, 1781, on his proceeding to 


f Bengal, we find the Tollowing, Ratement : 45, £4887 
Pagodas. 
The principal of the new conſolidated | DT A 
+. debt i 18 — — ; | $500,090 


The arrears F of intereſt | at that time | 155 32,590 


Þ 3-52; 
, N 3 


> Rn , 


pagodis 5,4 3,900- 


Ihe letter from n of the 1 2th March, 
$779, ſays, that beſides the conſolidated debt of 
5 lacks, it is probable the Nabob may owe to 


a Individuals ahout 10 or 12 lacks more, including 
e * due to Meſlrs, Taylor, Majendie and 
which additional ſum takes 1 in the whole of 
the Nabob's debt. 

78. The following r the moſt accurate 
ſtatement of the Nabob's debts to his European 


creditors, taking the compound intereſt into the. 
| 1 that we are-able from the Cs: 


cfore us to procure, 


Pagodas 


46.3250 
The 388 N of this fom & s Rated at 
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f Pao 45324500 as Wbope. | 
16,31,700 intereſt thereon to Fe, 
3 f bruary 1784. 
. 12, oo, ooo as above. 
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79. We are aware that the amount put down 
Pele does not exactly agree with the Nabob's 
own- ſtatement of what he owes to his European 
creditors, as mentioned in his paper of requeſts 
120 the Bengal Government, which produced the 
Treaty of April 1781. © Beſides,” ſays he, © the 
. expences of the Company, the pay of my 
1.2 troops, the native bankers, my creditors, the 

ce Hindoo and Muſſelmen ſecurities, .I am in- 
« debted about ſeventy lacks of pagodas to Eu- 
0 ropean creditors, both old and new, and 
Fe people being under the protection of the Com- 
F* pany.“ 

80. In this ſtate of uncertainty, as to the ori- 

of the demand of the old and new creditgrs, 
particularly the latter, (which precludes us from 
ging of the juſtice. thereof) and their actual 
amount, the knowledge of which, we conceive, can 
any be obtained upon the ſpot, we hereby direct 
our Preſident and Council of Fort St. Georg 
immediately upon the receipt hereof, to enter in- 
to a full examination as to the points mentioned 
in the acts, viz. The origin and juice of theſe 
demands; alſo the exact amount thereof, whether 
the ſums were really and bona fide adbunted, and 
' upon what particular occaſion, alſo the names of 
ach individual creditor who ſhall prove bis debt 
40 the 9 7 of the aid Pref dent and Conncit, 


Lay Hays 


„ * 
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81. Having compleated this enquiry, in which, - 
as before-mentioned, the Nabob muſt be requeſt- 
ed in our name to furniſh every poſſible informa- 
tion, the whole of the proceedings mult be tranſ- 
mitted to the Governor General and Council, 


who are hereby directed to take the ſame into 


their conſideration to determine thereupon, and 
to eſtabliſh in concert with the Nabob, through 
the medium of the Preſident and Council of Fort 
Saint George, Such a fund for the diſcharge 
of thoſe debts which ſhall appear to be juſtly 
* due, according to their reſpective 4 of 
„ priority, as ſhall be conſiſtent with the rights 


of the Company; the ſecurity of the creditors, 


-« and the honour and dignity of the Nabob.“ 


82. We think it. neceſſary to acquaint you, | 


thatas many of the creditors, now reſident in Eng- 
land, as ſhall prove to our ſatisfaction the origin 
and nature of their feyeral claims on the Nabob, 
ecably to the intention of the Legiflature, their 
debts ſhall be conſidered as juſt and legal; and, 
o ſoon as the ſame ſhall have been ſubifantiated, 
a particular account thereof ſhall be tranſmitted 
to you, in order that they may be included in 
the future plan to be formed for the liquidation 
of the whole. 
From the great embarraſſment, both to the 


Nabob's and to the Company's affairs, which the 


enormous amount of theſe private claims have 
occaſioned, we are happy to find the Nabob 
willing to engage, not to incur any new debt 
with individuals; and we think little difficulty * 


will be found in perſuading his Highneſs to en- 
ter into a poſitive engagement for that purpoſe. - 


And though the Legiſlature has thus hnmanely | 


| interfered 1 in behalf 2 ſuch individuals, as might 
MP otherwiſe 


* 


* 
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otherwiſe have been en to great diſtreſs; yet, 


we hereby N prohibit any of our ſervants, 
of other Britiſh ſubjects under the protection of 
the Company, from making any farther loans of 
money to the Nabob, or any of his family, upon 
any account or pretence whatſoeyer, declaring, 
that we will not hereafter interpoſe our authority 
to procure ſatisfaction for engagements ſo entered 
into, contrary to theſe expreſs directions, and che 
intereſt of the Company. 

84. Since writing the above, the el re 
oiſter of the Mayor” s Court at Madras, dated 
the 16th October, 1780, has been laid before us, 
ſpecifying to whom, and at what time, the pay- 

ments' were made on account of the cavalry 8 

amounting to 2 * 4, 23, 436, 13, 26, alſo 
copy of a letter from Meſſrs. Call and Taylor, 
| dited 25th March, 1779, to the Refident and 
Council, we ſend you a copy of theſe papers for 
your information, and to guide your judgment 
in the deciſion which you are to give re ſpecting 
the juſtice of the claims of Meflts: Call, een 


* and 29 a | 
ns „ e 


my 


Ditto cu. as altered by the Boord 76 Obi ö 


, 


wt 1 proceed to ove you our ſentiments 


teſpecting the private debts of the Nabab; and 


ve. cannot but acknowledge, that the origin and 


Juſtice both of the loan of 1767, and the loan of 


1777, commonly called the cavalry loan, apprar 
to us clear and indiſputable, agreeably to the true 


| Aue and ſpirit of the tate AF of Parliament. 


In 


, 12 1 # Boe : : 
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Ia ſpanking of the loan of 1767, we are to be 
underſtood as ſpeaking of the debt as conſtituted 
by che original bonds of that year, bearing in- 
tereſt at pen cent. and therefore, if any of 
the Nabob's creditors; under a pretence, that 
their debts made part of the conſolidated debt of 
1767, although ſecured: by bonds of a ſubſequent 
date, carrying an intereſt exceeding ten per tent. 
mall claim the benefit of the following orders, we 
direct, that you pay no regard to ſuch claims with- 
Nr our farther eſpecial inſtruction for that pur- 
T | ek 1 a 
mW ith reſpect to the conſolidated debt of 1777, 
it certainly ſtands upon a leſs favourable footing, 
So early as the 27th March, 1769, it was ordered 
by the Prefident and Council of Fort St. George, 
that for the preventing of all perſons living under 
the Company's protection, from having any deal, 
ings with any 5 the country powers or their mi- 
* without the knowledge or conſent of the 
© board, an - advertiſement ſhould be publiſhed, by 
fixing it up at the Sea Gate, and 2 . round a 
copy to the Company's ſervants and inhabitants, 
and to the different ſubordinates, and our garri- 
ſons, and giving it out in general orders, ſtating 
therein, that the Pręſident and Councit-did con- 
fider the irrever/able order of the Court of Direc- 
tors, of the year 1714, ( whereby their people were 
_ expreſsly prohibited from having any dealings with 
the. country governments in money matters, to be in 
Full force and vigour ; and thereby expreſsly for- 
bidding all ſervants of the Company, and other 
Europeans under their juriſdiction, to make loans, 
01 have any money tranſactions with any of the 
princes or ftates in India, without ęſpecial licencc 
nd permiſſion of the TO and Council for the 


— 


Ne 


March, 1778, it was ref 
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Zime being, except only in the particular caſes 
there mentioned; and declaring, rhat any wilful 
deviation therefrom ſhould be deemed & breath 0 
orders, and treated as fuch. And on the 4th 
lyed by our Prefident 
and Council of Fort St. "George, rhat the conſo- 


"4 lidated debt of 1777, was not in any reſpełt cubat- 


ever condufied under the auſpices or prutection of 
that government; and, on the circumſtances: of 
the conſolidation of the faid debt being made 
known to us, we did on the 23d December, 1778, 

write to you in the following terms: Your ac 
« count of the Nabob's rivate debts are very 
« alarming ; but from * cauſe or cauſes 
« thoſe debts have been contracted, or encreaſed, 


* we hereby repeat our orders, chat the net ion 


« of the Company, be on no account given to 
* any kind of fecurity for the payment, or tiqui- 
« dation of any part thereof, except by the ex- 
« prefs authority of the Court o Directors, on 
« any account or pretence whatever.”  - 
The loan of 1777, therefore, has no Aerion 
or authority from us; and, in conſidering the ſitu- 
ation and circunftances of this loan, we cannot 
omit. to obſerve, that the creditors could not be 
ignorant how greatly the affairs of the Nabob 
were at that time deranged; and that his debt to 
the Company was then very conſiderable; the 
ayment of which, the parties took the moſt ef- 
ectual way to poſtpone, by procuring an aſſign- 
ment of ſuch ſpecific revenues for the diſcharge 
of their own debts, as alone could have enabled 
the Nabob to diſcharge thoſe of the Company. 
Una all theſe circumſtances, we fpould be war- 
raited? to refuſe our aid or protection in the recovery 


25 2 loan; but when we confider dhe iexpe- 


diency 
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dieney of keeping ibe ſulject of tbe  Nabob's 
debts longer a-float than is abſolutely-neceflary 3 
tauben  we.' confider bow much. the final tonclufion 
of ibis buſineſs will tend te promote; tranguility 
credit, and the circulation of property inthe Carnatic; 
and, when we confider that che debtor-ooncurs 
with the: creditor in eſtabliſhing the juſtice of theſe | 
debts, conſolidated in 1777, into groſs ſums,” for 
which bonds were given, liable to be transferred 
to perſons: different from the original creditors, 
and having no ſhare or knowledge of the tranf- 
actions in which the debts originated; and of 
courſe, how little ground ghere is to expect any 
- fubpantial good to reſult from an unlimited inve/- 
tigation into them, we have reſolved 10 far to re- 
cognize the juſtice of thoſe debts, as to extend to 
them that protection which, upon more forcible 
grounds, we have ſeen cauſe: te allow- ie the other 
two lafſes of debts. But although we ſo far 
adopt the general preſumption in their fayour, as 
to admit them to a- participation in the manner 
| hereafter directed, we do not mean to debar you 
from receiving any complaint againſt thefe debts 
of 1777, at the inſtance either of the nabob- him- 
ſelf, or of other creditors injured by their being 
ſo admitted, or by other perſons having a pro- 
per intereſt, or ſtating reaſonable grounds of ob- 
Jection; and if any complaints are offered, we 
order that the grounds of all ſuck. be attentively 
examined by you, and be tranſmitted to us, to- 
gether with the evidence adduced in ſupport of 
them, for our final deciſion ; and as we have be- 
fore directed, that the fum of 12 lacks of pagodas 
to be received annually from the Nabob, ſhould 
be pan into our treafury, it is our order, that the 


e be diſtributed to the following arrangement! 
| Rs SES That 


+ 


, 
* 


= 
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That the debt be made wp in the lens 
manner, viz. 


The debt edel x 1760, to\ds made vp tao 


the end of the you! 1784, with the current intereſt 
at 10 pes cent. Vas An BAT 


The cavalry bm to be dude up. to the ame 


period, with the current intereſt at 12 per cent.” 


The debt conſolidated 1777, to be made up to 


the ſame period; with the current intereſt at 12 
per cent. to er. 17813 and from thence with 


N current intereſt at ſix per cen. | 
The 12 lacks annually: to: be received, a are che 

to be applied; eee 86 

. To the growing intereſt on the cavalry 


Joan at 12 per cent. 


: 24h;- To the growing. intereſt « on de debr 


1777; at ſix Per nt 


The remainder to be ahn, dined; one 5 


15 half to be applied to the extinction of the Cot. 


peny's debt; the other half to be applied to the 
payment of the growing intereſt at 10 per cent. 


and towards the nn of the Pape Want 5 
debt of 1767. ines We ri 7 
— to continue nell che prin- | 


cipal of the debt 1767, is diſcharged. . 

The application of the 12 lacks; is e to hes 

1. Io the intereſt of 1777, as above the re- 
ani to be equally divided; one half os 


the diſcharge of the current intereſt, and 


of the cavalry loan; and the other hal cowards 
the diſcharge of the Company's debt. 
When the cavalry loan ſhall be thus diſcharged; 
ther ſhall then be paid towards the Aha of 
the Company's debt, ſeven'lacks. | - 
To the growing intereſt and capital of 7 ine n 


loan fes lacks. 
0 
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When the Con mpany's debt ſhall be diſcharged, 


chen the _ Is to be. IR A pepe er. the 
debt of I 55 


If the rabob man be e e upon to. apply 
the arrears, and growing payments of the Tanjore 
Peiſhcufh, in farther diſcharge of his debts over 

and above the 12 lacks of pagodas, we direct, 
that the whole of that payment when made, ſnall 
be applied towards the A of the Com- 


ys debt. 

8 e have laid down the en rules of diſ- 
tributions, as appearing to us founded in juſtice, 
and the relative circumſtances of the different 
debts; and therefore, we give our authority and 

protection to them, only on the ſuppoſition, that 

thoſe who aſk our protection, acquieſce in the 
condition upon which. it is given; and therefore, 
we expreſsly order, that if any creditor of the Na- 
bob, a ſervant of the Company, or being under 
gur protection, ſhall. refuſe to expreſs his ac- 
uieſence in theſe arrangements, he ſhall not only 
be excluded from receiving any ſhare of the fund 
under your diſtribution, - but ſhall be prohibited 
from taking any ſeparate meaſures to recover his 
debt from the Nabob, it being one great induce- 
ment to our adopting this arrangement, that the 
Nabob ſhall be relieved from all further diſquie- 
tude, by the importunities of his individual credi- 
tors, and be left at liberty to purſue thoſe mea- 
ſiures for the proſperity of his country, which em- 
barraſsments of his ſituation have hitherto deprived 


him of the means of exerting. And, we farther 


direct, that if any creditor ſhall be found refrac- 
0, or. diſpoſed to diſturb the arrangement, we 
have ſuggeſted, be ſpall be di miſſed the a and 
mort bome to England, _ 
ie 
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The direRions we have given; only apply none” 
ven claſſes of debts which have come under our 
obſervation. It has been ſurmiſed, that the Nas» 
bob has of late contracted farther debts, if any 
of theſe are due to Britiſh ſubjects, we forbid any 
countenance or protection whatever 2 be 2 to 
them, until the debt is fully inv fecal 
nature of it reported home, and our pecial in | 
8 e upon it received. 

8 ([ (Sig ned) 
HENRY DUN DAS, 
 MULGRAVE, © 
 WALSINGHAM, , 
W. W. GRENVILLE, 


1 


No. * ws x 14 F * 
N - 


Repreſentation of the Court of Direftors./ od 


— Concerning the private Debts of the Na- 
bob of Arcot, and the Application of the 
| Fund of 12 Lacks of n po Annum. 


-Underthis head you are are pleaſed in lieu ofigty 
paragraphs, to ſubtantiate at once the juſtice of all 
_ thoſe demands, which the aft requires us 10 ors o | 
 +tigate. Subject only to a right, reſerved to 
Nabob, or any other party concerned, to queſtion 
the juſtice of any debt falling within the laſt of 
the three claſſes. We ſubmit that at leaſt the 
opportunity of queſtioning, within a limited time, 
the juſtice of any of the debts ought to have been 
fully preſerved: and ſuppoſing the firſt and ſe- 
—— claſſes to ſtand free — imputation (as we 
incline to think they do) no injury can reſult to 

{ individuals 
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individuals from ſuch diſcuſſion: And we further 

ſubmit to your conſideration, how gur tbe expreſs 
direction of the att to examine the nature and origin 
of the debts bas been, by the amended paragraphs, 
romplied with, and whether at leaſt the rate of 


intereſt, according to which the debts ariſing fram 


the Soucar aſſignment of the land revenues to 
the ſervants of the Company, acting in the ca- 
py of Native Bankers, have been accumu- 
ed, ought. not to be enquired into; as well as 
the reaſonableneſs of the deduction of 25 per cent. 
which the Bengal Government directed to be 
made from a great part of the debt on certain 
conditions. But to your appropriations of the 
fund our duty requires that we fhauld ftate aur 
ſtrongeſt diſſent : our right to be paid the arrears 54 | 
thoſe expences, by which ( almoſt the country and all 
the property connected with it were preſerved from 
Jalling a prey to a foreign conqueror ) ſurely ſtands 
paramount to all claims for former debts upon the 
revenues of a country ſo preſerved, even if the legi/- 
lature bad not expreſsly limited the affiffance to be 
given to the private creditors, to be ſuch as ſhould 
be conſiſtent with our own rights : the Nabob had 
Jong before paſſing the act, by treaty with our 
Bengal Government, agreed to pay us ſever lacks 
of pagodas (part of the 12 lacks). in liquidation 
of thoſe arrears of which ſeven lacks, the arrange- 
ment you have been pleaſed to lay down, would 
take away from us more than the half, ant! give it 
to private creditors, of whoſe demands there are 
only about a ſixth part, which do not ſtand in a 
predicament that you declare would 0 intitle 
them to any protection from us in the recovery 
thereof, were it not upon ground of expeatency, 
as will more particularly appear by the annexed 
HAT | | ellimate; 
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. eſtimate. until our debt ſhall be difcharged, wa 
can-by no een to give up any part of 
ELSE to the private creditors, and aug 
 bumbly apprehend e in this declaration, e. % 

not exceed the . of the Feather: and rights : 
Pry 3 2. N | 


5 23 U 4 A* 


1 
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eee nente, Land bern. 
30. The Nabob's vett revenues dend edi eli. 45 bes 
__ mated at — 1.259 00 
A. the utmoſt amount to bb e „ '& 
times of peace, including all the di. 
tricts under his government, which ** 8 
Wy to the ſouthward of Trichizopoly, . —__- 
3 * 1 1776, the nett revenues came to 1.040. o0⁰ 
12. In 1777 the 2 revenues came e TAIT, © 
Na \ more than — A 839,008 
e the ravages 8 depo ulation EF 
Ac which n= has undergons 
+ > From ths number of the Ruſband men 
* deſtroyed or carried off, there is littte 
I room to expect that its nett revenues. 
is can amount to the ſum realized in | 
1777 but let it be ſuppoſed that te 
revenues to be realized on the return OY 5 
of peace ſhall be W M 
N 1 —— 9 7 F , 
1 chen be to deduct from chat | — | 
ſum the cot of the ten battalions, and 5 by 
of the uſual garriſon ſtores, amount- $4.4 
- ART __ tagether, to about C. 200. % % 0 r- 
* the twelve lacks of pagadas g er 2 
annum toward the diſcharge of the 
Nabob's debts, public and private, or 5 
Fa 80,020—680.000, ' conſequently te 
-  . fam of {120000 will be all that can 
_ %+., . + © Femain for the Nabob's civil govern, 
2 ment, and his own private uſe, a ſum. 
by no means ſuflicient for theſe Pur. 


* + - has * . 
CEL poſes, * 
4 1 5 . 7 * 


As 


— uy * — 7 a = m — 
Ac: ; Lo * * * Py. a f * Fr n wy 1 * 4 1 ö D TA q 
9 N pe % "+ . N A 9 0 Y - 2 4 n am * N W * , he F 
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. £ amount the year for the diſcharge of 
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” the other and, ie the. Nene hall 
be ſhort o the N by 
amount, u_ which will probably be 
the caſe, the propoſed ſens of twelve 
lacks cannot a to near that 


the public and private debts, and 
© leave ſufficient for the current de- 
mands. * : 
The new debts conſclidated, 25th Nov. 
> $7 a (exclufive of the remaining part 
of the old debt of 1767, and the Ca- 
Loan) amounted, according to 
che inſtructions from the creditors to my 
Mr. Sullivan, in Feb. 1781, to — 45.32. 500 
Lor. 1780, to Nov. 1781, 12 per cent. 
one 1 be 9 „ 


* 


f 85 


Nov. bh to pee. 1784. b per cent. 
13 months, N JS - bi. — 3-29.966 
: OM fix of cent. one year, 324.382 


— 
: * 


5 1784, ane — 


OE | Pagodis 60.74.59 
The Wah as appears 7 a letter from the . 
Select Committee at Fort St. George to the 
Court of Directors, 13 March 1779, owed _. 
about 12 lacks more than the amount . 
theſe debts, and in which of courſe Is 0 N 
ed the remainder of 1 G7, and the Caval 
Loan. Noy. 1781, the Cavalry Loan is 
me by the Nabob to be | Nd 583.370 
een per cent. to Nov. 17827 60. 404 


1 
- 


| ' $:63-774 
a cent. to Nov. 953 57,553 


— 


2 eee ee „ 6. 1.427 
1 11 for cone.” o Nov. 1780 2 


oy | e . 91s 


F h 3, 
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The debt of 1767 was originally dyenty- we 
lacks, the principal of this debt is ſtated to 
be paid off within a quarter part, or about 
five lacks, which remained due at the end 
of 1777. The intereſt unpaid in this debt 
cannot be traced, but it clearly appears 
to be largely in arrears, thefefore ſup- 
poling the principal and intereſt down to 


end of 1784 not to exceed 12 lacks, . | 


the whole of the debts to that period, in- 
cluding the three ſeveral . will 
be - 


Cavalry, —— _— 2 


| Pagodas = 


Fiese the amount of the es admitted by the 
Board of Controul cannot be leſs than 79 
_ lacks, probably more, when they ſhall all be 
made up to the 3 1ſt of December, 1784. 
Now, admitting old debts of 1767, with 
compound intereſt, after the rate of 10 per 
cent. to tlie end of December, 184, to be 
only | — Pagodas 
The annual intereſt of 10 per cent. will amount to 
Intereſt to be paid annually on the Cavalry 
Loan, at 12 per cent. principal pagodas, 
7,07, 98, comes to — 
The remainder, being the new conſolidated | 
debts, and amounting to pagodas 60 lacks, 
the intereſt at ſix per cent. 


Intereſt to be N * in the firſt i in · 


ſtance, 3 


The annual amount to be hes of Ks Na- 
bob for diſcharging the debts due to his 
private creditors, and to the Company, is 

ſtated at 12 lacks of pagodas, or — 
The annual intereſt of the new conſolidated 
Loan, and that of the Cavalry, which is to 
be — — to any demand of the Compan 

ds now ſettled by the Board of des, - 
Intereſt of theſe private debts amounts to about 
wor: _ * for, the remainder amount- 


60, 74,59 


Ry 


79,81,790 
— —— 


12, 0, ooo 
1520, 00 


180,000 


as L: 300,006. 


Jia fo be diſpoſed of a follows 


& 


The one-half, or J. 150,000, is to be appro- 
-priated to the reduction of the Company's debt, 


due from the Nabob, and the other half to the 


payment of the intereſt and principal of the old 
conſolidated debt of 1767. The debt extin- 
guiſhed, the ſame proceſs is to take place for the 
exertion of the cavalry debt, theſe two debts 


making together ,. 760,000, with their growing | 


intereſt to the amount of J. 80,000 a year, will 


take to the end of 1789, or 1790, to diſcharge 
them, admitting the Nabob ſhall make his pay- 
ment of the firſt 12 lacks by the end of 1783, 


which can never be expected) and continue the 


me annual advance, without reduction, down 


to the end of 1789, or 1790; becauſe any re- 


duction of the 12 lacks muſt tend to protract the 


| diſcharge of theſe two debts beyond the above 
period. But admitting that 12 lacks be regu» 
larly paid, in caſe the old debt of 1767, with its 
accumulated intereſt, ſha} exceed the amount 
herein ſtated, and which is not at preſent aſcer- 
tained, the extinction of theſe two debts would 
be equally prolonged beyond the end of 178g, 
or 1790, therefore the Company, upon this plan, 
can have no proſpect of being reimburſed in the 


enſuing fix or ſeven years more than J. 900,000, 


or 1,000,000, of the money due from the Nabob, 


for the arrears of his current payments, and the 


' expences incurred for the defence of the Carnatic, 
which, according to the ſtatements already at home, 
and the charges to be brought to his account on 


the winding up the war, can be nothing ſhort of 


three millions fterling, without any intereſt charged 


on it; whilſt the debt due to the private cre- 


ditors, made up to the end of 1784, with com- 
pound intereſt, and amounting to the ſum of 
1 D 2 185 | L. 3,500,000 
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C. 3,500,000, will, in fix or ſeven years, bave 
received an intereſt and principal upwards of 
2,000,000, or of two-thirds of their amount, with 
compound intereſt, down to the end of 1784. In 
ſhort, under this regulation, the Company will be 
to receive . 150,000, and the private creditors 
L. 330,0 4 year. And thus the public debt, 
carrying no intereſt, will be protratted to afford a 
Preference to private debts, conſiſting of ferent 
Agſcriptions, on the validity of a part of which 
claims the Board have declared, they were con- 
tracted contrary to the public orders of * the Com- 
Pamp, and therefore, could have no ſanction. * 
authority from the Court of Directorçs. 

It is alſo to be obſerved, that if the Nabob 
ſhall, for three or four years to come, find him- 
ſelf unable to afford, from the current expences 
of government, more than four or fixe out of 12 
lacks towards the annual reduction of his debts 
and arrears, the Company and the creditors for 
the remainder of the old conſolidated debt of 
1767, the beſt eſtabliſhed of the private debts, 
would receive nothing, as the growing intereſt 
on the new. conſolidated debt and the cavalry 
Joan will take 4 1 lacks for its annual diſcharge ; 
and nothing can more plainly ſhew the deficien- 
cies in collections, than by obſerving, that the 
revenues, even under the management of Lord. 
Macartney, have not been able to diminiſh the 
current arrears ; but, on the contrary, they were, 
by the laſt advices, encreaſed as follows: 

Arrears due in civil and military 

- departments on. the 11 W 
— tober, „ 6: — . 929,000 

On the 28th * 1 1584, = — '1,27.3,000- 
£xcluſive of what may be due to the Southern 
1 3 
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troops (ce accounts of which had not been re- 
ceived) and the expences of mg 8 detach- 
ment ring 6 on FO coaſt. 5 | 


V L 5 HEE 
No. 5. | 5 1 4 24 
Rejeinder of the B card of n aners. 


"Sixth Kendo oe Learns 99 che 
N Nabob's Debts to Ingrid ang ta 
We Companye, „ 


We W it proper, conſidering we 3 


nature of the ſubject, to ſtate to you the follow- 
ing remarks on that part of your repreſentation 


which relates to the plan for the Rulcharge of the 


N abob's debts, 


© iſt, You compute. the revenues with the 


Carnatic may be expected to produce only at 20 


lacks of pagodas, if we concurred with you in 


— 0 


this opinion, we ſhould certainly feel our hopes 


of advantage to all parties frora this arrangement 
conſiderably diminiſhed; but we truſt that we are 


not too ſanguine on this head, where we place 
our greateſt reliance on the eſtimate tranſmitted 
to you by your Preſident of Fort St. George, 


having then the beſt means of information upon 


the fact, and ſtating it with a particular view co 


the ſubject matter of theſe -paragraphs, {ome 
allowance, we are ſenſible, mult be made for the 
difference of collection in the Nabob's hands, 
but, we truſt, not ſuch as to reduce the receipt 
nearly to what you ſuppoſe. 

| 2dly. For making up the amount of che pri- 
vate debts, vou take in compound intereſt at the 


different : 
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different rates ſpecified i in our paragraph; this it 


| was not our intention to allow: and left any miſ- 
conception ſhould ariſe on the fpot, we have 
added an expreſs direction, that the debts be made 
wp with ſimple intereſt only, from the time of 
their pee: conſolidation clauſe. + { 
3dly. * . e alſo the ſtrongeſt grounds to 
A chat debts will be, in other reſpects, 
conſiderably. leſs than they are now reputed by 
you, and conſequently the Company's annual 


proportion of the 12 lacks will be larger than it 


| appears in your eſtimate. But even in your own 
Kacement of it, if we add to the L. 1 50, ooo, or 
375,900 7 * (which you take as the annual 
roportion to be received by the Company for 
Kee Tea years to the end of 1789) the annual amount 
of the Tamour peſhcuſh for the fame period, and 
the arrears on the peſhcuſh (propoſed by Lord 
Macartney to be received in three years) the 
whole will make a fum not falling very ſhort of 
| 35,00,000 pagodas, the amount of 7,00,000 pa- 
godas per ann, for the fame period. And if we 
our calculations farther, it will appear that 
both by the plan propoſed by the Nabob, and 
adopted in your paragraphs, and by that which 
we tranſmitted to you, the debt from the Nabob, 
if taken at 3,000,900, will be diſcharged nearly 
at the ſame period, v1z. in the courſe of the 1 ith x 
ear. We cannot therefore be of opinion, that 
Here i is the ſmalleſt ground for objefting to this 
arrangement as injurious to the intereſt of the 
Company, and if the meaſures were to be con- 
fidered upon the mere ground of expediency, and 
with a view only to the wiſdom of re-eſtabliſhing 
credit and circulation in a commercial ſettlement, 
without any conſideration of thoſe motives of at- 
tention 


x 
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tention to the feelings and honour of the Nabob, : Wo 


of humanity-to individuals, and of juſtice to 
ſons in your ſervice, and living under your TY 
tection, which have actuated the Legiſlature, and 
which afford not only juſtifiable, but commend- 
able grounds for your conduct. 

Impreſſed with this conviction we have no# 
made any alteration in the general vutlines of the 
arrangement which we had Dede tranſmitted to 

ou: But as the amount of the Nabob's revenue 
is matter of uncertain conjecture, and as it does 
not appear juſt to us that any deficiency ſhould 
fall wholly on one claſs of theſe debts, we have 
added a direction to your Governor of Fort St. 
George, that if, notwithſtanding the proviſions 

Leen in our former paragraphs, any defici- 
_ ency ſhould arife, the payments of what ſhall be 
- ſecured ſhall be made in the ſame proportion, 
which would have been obtained in the diviſion 

of the whole 12 lacks, had they been paid. 
As we have now tranſmitted to you our final 
directions on the whole ſubject matter in this diſ- 
patch, and as, on many of the inſtructions which 
are therein given to your ſervants in India, 
relate to points of the higheſt importance, and in 
which any unneceſſary delay buy 5 be in the 
eateſt degree prejudical to your ſervice, we de- 
* that you will forthwith tranſmit them to . 5 
i Teen ſettlements. | 
We have the honour to be, Kc. 
HENRY DUNDAS, 
05 15 WALSINGHAM, 
Whitehall, W. W. GRENILLE, 
ä 3d Nov. 1784. MUL GRAVE. f 
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| Paragraph propoſed, by the Court of Di- 
eder, to be ſerit to their Profidancy of 
Fort St. George. 5 


Cent fo the Board of cem, I 1675 Juue, 
„ 

N 4 — to the two hundred and Asher cant 
1 paragraph of your ſelect letter, dated the $th 

eptember, 1782, relative to the requeſt of your 
Chief Engineer, Lieutenant Colonel Roſs, we 
cannot help expreſſing our very great ſurprize 
that, after we had twice put a negative. upon his 
e for advanced rank, previous to his 

re from England, he ſhoul have been in; 

duced ſoon after. his arrival at Madras, to renew 
his application to you. In his letter to your 
Board of the 1ſt of July, 1782, he ſtates, that we 
had permitted him “ to return to his rank id 
« the ſervice, which is next before Colonel James; 
but Colonel Roſs, muſt have known that we per- 
mitted him, in the very words of our reſolution, 
* to return to his rank of Lieutenant Colonel and 
. Chief Engineer at Madras, but that he be not 
- © allowed to rank in the infantry corps on that 
c eſtabliſnment; and that upon his ſubſequent 
requeſt to rank as Colonel in the army by brevet, 
ve reſolved not to comply therewith. His urgin 
you, therefore, to compliance with a por | 
which we had previouſly decided on, was highly 
diſreſpe&ful to us, and we direct that you acquaint - 
Eieutenant-Colonel Roſs, of our diſapprobation 
of his conduct on this occaſion, 


Extract 
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No. * 


Euttact . 1 from the Rig hs Ho- l 
nourable the Commiſſioners for . wg 
p fairs of India to the Court of e 4 

dated Jone 25th, 1785. 3 | 


WE have expunged the e para- 
Wy of the draft No, 60, becauſe wwe cannot 
. CONCUNY in pour diſapprobation of Lieutenant- Co- 
lenel Roſs's condud, in renewing an applica- 
tion which we conceive to be founded on the 
conſtant uſage of the King's military ſervice; 
jk there are many teſtimonies on your records of 
Colonel Roſs's long and faithful ſervices, which 
entitle him to avg favour; and we canceive his 
. requeſt . goes . no. farther than to be put on a2 
' footing, in point of rank, with other officers of 
his ſtanding at your Preſidency, and not as a 
rank to be attached in future to the eſtabliſhment 
of the Engineer Corps, or attended even in this 
inſtance Wl 9 new erpence $0- the n, 5 


paiiy: 
ee HENRY DUNDAS, 
__.WALSINGHAM. 
» | 8 Gt. 
„ of N00 * 


Erco a Lader from the "FE WR 3 
| 1 rectors to the Right + Honourable tge 
Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, 
dated the goth June, 1785. 80 
WE were equally ſurprized and . 
that your Right Honourable Board ſhould have 
expunged our paragraph concerning the con- 


duet of Lieutenant-Colonel Roſs, in having 
| E endegvouree. - | 


: g ; a 
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endexvoured to prevail 2 our ſervants at Ma- 
draſs, to comply with a * by ; Which, previous 
to his departure from En and, wes the Court of- 


Directors, had twice refuſed 2 his repeated 
applications. This mode of - appea Ying 7 the 


ſuperior to the inferior por tn is ſo deftruttive of 
all government, that we ſhould think we abdicated 


our truſt; if ſuch a condu# was permitted to paſs 


— 


without cenſure. Sure we are that a moment's 
reflection will convince. your Right Honourable 


Board, that ſuch a deliberate contempt of our autho- 
rity, not only not diſapproved, but inairettly ap- 


vants to imagine, that it is no longer their duty to 
obey thoſe who poſſeſs the pręſent authority in Great- 
Britain, but that they may ſafely ſpeculate on the 
probable judgment which may be hereafter formed 


on the propriety of the original orders. We ſhall 
not now diſcuſs the propriety of our former reſo 


; lutions, becauſe we think the ſeaſon for fuch a 
diſcuſſion is long fince paſſed, but we beg leave 


to aſſure your Right Honourable Board, that we 


were not -inattentive to the merits. of Colonel 
Roſs, when we formed the paragraph in queſtion. 


We think we have acted with great m eration, 


yet this moderation muſt not induce us to forget 


the truſt that is committed to our hands, conſiſ- 


tently with which truſt, it will be impoſſible for 
us to retain in our ſervice any man, whoſe con- 


temptubus neglet? of our ded we are not 5 852 : 


mitted to hrs F 


z 
. kad 


*% 


plauded by your Right Honourable Board, refuſing 
us permiſſion even to reprebend, muſt lead our fer- 
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- 
> * 


1 4. 


To 11 Ri ght Honourable the Board of 0 
* Commiſſioner for the Affairs of India, V 


1 i. & 1055 


| WE. are extremely concerned to be 
in any altercation with your Right Handen ie | 
Board, and much more that we ſhould be im- 
pelled by a ſenſe of duty to reſiſt an authority // 
which you have thought fit to exerciſe; but the v0 
| preſent occaſion appears to us /o momentous, and 1 
a ſubmiſſion on our part ſo deſtructive of all 
- order and ſubordination in India, that we muſt 
take the liberty to inform your Right Honour- 
able Board, that no diſpatch can be ſent to India, 
which does. not contain our final deciſion on the , 
x ONE of Lieutenant-Colonel Roſs. + 
We have the honour to be, with great reſpect, 
8 My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
2 150 2 humble ſervants _- 
| 5 Signed by order of the 
"x Fam why ck of Directors, 
THOMAS MORTON, Sec. 


22 Houſe, the 2d Juby, r 78 8. 


1 | | * 


£4. 


No. 5. 
xtra of a Letter from the Right 
Honourable the Commiſſioners for the 
Affairs of India to the Court of Direc- 
tors, dated the 7th July, 178 858. 
WE have given due attention to Jour letters, 
dated the goth ultimo, and the 2d. inſtant, and 
muſt, in the firſt inſtance, aſſure you, that we 
| 9 WES 4 TW, neither 
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neither are, nor mean to be engaged in any 6 
altercation with the Court of Directors, and for. 
that reaſon, we ayoid all obſervation upon the 
ſtyle of the letters you have been pleaſed tp ad- 
dreſs to us. We ſhall endeaypur faithfully, and 
conſcientiouſly to diſcharge the duties of our 
fituation, as chalked out to us by the authority 
of the Legiſlature, under which we act, without 
_ wiſhing to go beyond the limits which it bas 
thought — 2 to preſcribe. a 
Upon the ſubject of Lieutenant Colonel Roſs, 
we agree with you, that his anxiety to obtain 
what he conceived to be juſtice, has led him 
into an act of ' irregularity in ſtating his preten- 
fions to the Governor and Council of Fort St. 
George, inſtead of reſpectfully conveying his re- 
queſt to you, his employers, through the channel 
of their diſpatches. In this reſpect we think him 
culpable, and when we formerly gave you our 
ſentiments upon this ſubject, it was merely to 
bring under your view the ideas we entertained 
of the juſtice of his claim, being perfectly aware 
that you are not bound to adopt theſe ideas, un- 
leſs your own opinion ſhould coincide with then. 
For reaſons ariſing from the earneft repreſentation 
you have made to us, you have our acquieſcence 
to ſend out the paragraph as originally framed. 
We truſt, however, that by this acquieſcence, 
t will not be underſtood, THAT WE MEA N | 
O RECOGNIZE ANY POWER IN YOU - 
TO TRANSMIT TO INDIA EITHER 
CENSURE OR APPROBATION OF THE. 
_ CONDUCT OF ANY SERVANT, . 


— 


— — — 


As a ſpecimen, ſee the conduct of the Board on the ; 
duties preſcribed by the legiſlature, in the 37th ſection oi the 


£4 ay 1 8 8 the N 99 9 
on 


1 


OR MILITARY, EXCLUSWE OF THE 


CoONTROUL OF THIS BOARD. Tou 


very truly intimate to us, that it is in your power, 
without our permiſſion, to diſmiſs Lieutenant 
Colonel Roſs from your ſervice. The power 


; you undoubtedly poſſeſs of appointing and dif. 
miſſing your ſervants is a public truſt, veſted in 


you for the eſſential intereſts of the Company, 
_ and'we are convinced, that the propriety of that 
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truſt will be fully juſtified by your prudent and 


conſcientious diſcharge of a duty ſo delicate in 
itſelf, and ſo important both to the proſperity of 


5 the Company, and. to the for runes and C aracters ; 
of individuals thus placed under the protection 


bol your juſtice. Dn 2 
(Signed) HENRY DUND AS. 
1 ge WALSINGHAM. 

I | MULGRAVE. 


W. W. GREN VILLE. 
F No. 6. ee e, 
At a Court of Directors, held on Friday 
e, the 8th" Jul, 83. : 

. 0 N A MOTION, 


1180 


| RESQLVED,—Thar the Right Honourable 


the Board of Commiſſioners for the Affairs of 


India, in their Letter dated the 7th inſtant, hav- | | 
ing given their acquieſcence to ſending the 
Court's paragraph reſpecting Licutegant-Colonel 


Roſs, under a declaration, That they truſt, - 


&« that by ſuch acquieſcence, it will not be un- 
« derſtood, that the Board mean to recognize 
% any power in the Court, to tranſmit to India, 
s cither cenſure or approbation of the _—_— 
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ec of any ſervant, civil or military, excluſive of 
_< the controul of the ſaid Board,” this Court 
think it incumbent: upon them to declare, that 
they have not the moſt diſtant wiſh to reſiſt the 
controuling powers, delegated to the ſaid Right 
Honourable Board of Commiſſioners | by the 


earneſt deſire to pay the moſt ready and chearful 
obedience thereto, in as full a manner as ſuch 
powers were meant to be given by the Legiſla- 
ture: But at the ſame time, this Court further 
think it right to declare, that as the appointment 
of all officers, civil and military, is wholly in 
the Company, together with a power of diſmiſ- 
fon, the right of reprehenſion for miſbehaviour, 
and more eſpecially for every contempt of the 
authority of this Court, from whom all appoint- 
ments flow, muſt neceſſarily follow; and if this 
Court ſhould be controuled in the reaſonable 
exerciſe in the more mild power of reprehenſion, 
they may be forced to adopt that of diſmiſſion, 
for the very infportant purpoſe of guarding 
themſelves from inſult, and preſerving a due 
_ ſubordination to the executive governing power 
of the Company, 8 


8 
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Legiſlature; but, on the contrary, it is their 


F 


1 


ITE 7 *% 
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oy 22 e ; 1 10 ? 
*d 


Draft Paragraphs propoſed by the Ebert | of 
Directors, to be ſent to their Profidency | 
at Fort St. George. | 


ö = ft Y * 1 * 


WE have attenti ively VE net your Fr dil. 
1 8 relative to the ſurrender of the aſſign- 
ment to the Nabob of Arcot, in obedience to 
your orders of the gth December, 1784, and the 
manner in barges _— orders have been carried. 
into execution, by reement of the 28th 
June laſt, and with Lot g Fen of the utter 
incompetency of the Soucar ſecurity, propoſed 
in our before mentioned diſpatches to be taken 


for the 12 lacks, you acted very properly in 


- ſtipulating, by the 4th article of that agreement, 
for the ſame kind of ſecurity as you were direct- 
ed to demand for the Nabob's propottion of the 
current charges v. We think, however, that the 
ce amount of this ſecurity, which is eſtimated 
«only at fix lacks of Pagodas per annum, is very 
ec inadequate for the payment of the 16 lacks of 

1 0 Pagodas, eſpecially when we conſider, that the 

7 diſtticts thus afipned by the roth article were 
a part of thoſe which had ſuffered moſt from | 
< the ravages of the enemy during the late war, 


« ſome time to come. After you had failed in 
ee your endeavours to Prevail 01 on Fg, es to 


7 * The paſſages 3 with 3 commas, were 
expunged 107 the Board of N 155 
cc name 25 


1 


« and of courſe will be the leaſt productive for j 


5 | f | | 
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© name ſuch diſtricts as were in a more flouriſſi- 
ec ing ſtate, you ated very prudently in obtaining 
ce. ſtipulation, that if the deficiency exceeded 
« what the aſſigned diſtricts could make good, 
« other diſtricts ſhould be fpecified in addition 
„ | 
Wie have likewiſe conſidered the arrahgement 
of the kiſts, in which the 16 lacks are to be. 
ou into the Company's Treaſury : You;mani- 
eſted a conſmendable attention to the Company's 
intereſts, by providing that the amount of the 
Nabob's ſhare of the current charges ſhould be 
excluſively paid with the firſt kiſt, and as much 
of the ſecond kiſt as may be neceſſary to make 
up the four lacks of Pagodas. But, as we con- 
ſider this agreement as merely preparatory to the 
final arrangement, which by our before- men- 
tioned. orders of the gth December you were di- 
rected to negotiate with the Nabob of Arcot, and 
the Rajah of Tanjore, we ſhall forbear to enter at 
large into a full diſcuſſion of this ſubje&, until 
the receipt of the Definitive Treaty. 
It is however proper to remind you, that by 
_ « the firſt article of the. Preliminaries, the Na- 
' ©. bob's. current charges are ſettled for the pre- 
« ſent at four lacks. of Pagodas per annum; we 
« cannot help obſerving, that the Nabob has 


/ 


« uſually paid, upon the account of his current 


<« charges, previous to his making over the aſ- 
« gnment of his countries to us, not leſs than 
« five lacks of Pagodas per annum, and we ate 
* not aware of your reaſons for departing. from 
_ « that rule in the preſent inſtance ; but as you 
* are ſhortly to ſettle an engagement with his 
* Highneſs, upon a new and permanent Os 
| cc an 
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vc and as we do. not wiſh to be too rigid, in 
« exacting from the Nabob for ſo ſhort a time; 
cc any ſum beyond what has appeared reafonable 
ee to his Highneſs and to yourſelves, we forbear 
« to make any obſervations upon it, further than 
ce to ſay, that we are perſuaded -that you had 


« good and ſufficient reaſons, which you will no 


« doubt have communicated to us, for havin 
c altered the ſum at which you haye propoſec 
«'to ſettle his Highneſs's eurrent charges by 

« the Preliminaries which you have W tranſ= 
* mitted... 

4 There is alſo another part off the prelimi- 
e naries to which we are perſuaded you will ad- 
e vert, when you come to ſettle the treaty itſelf, 
r as it may be of conſequence in à permanent 
e agreement, tho' perhaps it may not in one 

which is merely temporary, viz. the power the 
£ Nabob has reſerved. to himſelf in the ʒth ar- 
« ficle, of keeping a full, excluſive, and ulti- 
« mate authority over his Aumildars i in all caſes 


DD whatſoever, you will eertainly recollect, that 


« jt was the conſtant opinion of your Seen 
« ment during Lord Macartney's adminiſtra- 


; * tion, that as long as the Nabob had that power 


« yeſted in him, it was in yain for the Company. - 
c to expect any benefit from the aſſignment of 
'« the country being made over in every other 
c reſpect to them, altho' we flatter ourſelves that 
cc his Highneſs and his ſucceſſors will always be 
ec upon the beft terms with the Company, and 
« will conſider their joint intereſts as inſ-parable - 
« from that of the Company in war, as well 38 
« in peace, yet to a nation looking to future (but 
de we. hope very diſtant) events, it is a conlide- 
t ration which we truſt will by no Means have 
te eſcaped your. attention.“ 


F tte 


* 


— 


Extract of a Letter from the Board of Com- 


miſſioners, dated 26th April, 1786. 


- 


„ 


VE. have expunged from your draft, No. 191, 
| 'a conſiderable part of what you have propoſed to 
write to your Preſidency of Fort St. George, on 


the ſubject of carrying into execution your orders 
of the-gth of December, 1784, with regard to the 


ſurrender of the aſſignment to the Nabob of the 
Carnatic, and their proceedings thereupon ®. , As 


woe think it more proper that ſuch inſtruttions as it is 
now neceſſary to tranſmit upon that ſubjett ſhould ga 


through the channel of your Secret Commultee, we ſhall 


fend à draft to them far that purpoſe. r 
- (Signed.) | HENRY DUNDAS. 


WH PILL: 


W. W. GRENVILLE, 


Tue patages 10 ex pun ged, are thoſe marked with iny | 


— 


yer tec commas in No. 1. 
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| No. 1. | : n 
5 a Cafe for the Opinion 'of cu. t : 


5 4 WE have expunged from your araft, No. 
191, a conſiderable part of what you have pro- 
* poſed to write to your Preſidency at Fort St. 
Le George, on the ſubject of carrying into execu- 
rc tion your orders of the gth of December, 1784, 
* with regard to the ſurrender of the aſſignment 


ce ty the Nabob of the Carnatic, and their, Pro- DMs 
. ceedings thereupon. As we think it more pro- 


e per. that ſuch inſtructions as it is now neceſſary | 
© to tranſmit 50 that ſubjelt, ſhould go through 

te the channel of your Secret Committee, we ſhall 
«x ſend a draft to then for that ee. Co 


| -Pliaſe to ſee ths: act of 24 Geo. g. cap. 28... 
ſec. 15. reſpecting ſending ſecret orders coticern- | 
ing the levying of war or making peace, or treat · 


1 , 


ing, or negotiating with any of the native Princes, . 


4 


or States, in India. 


Court of Directors to take into conſideration the \} 
origin, and juſtice of the demands of Britiſh fab- | 
jects on the Nabob of Arcot, and to give orders 

for the ſecurity and diſcharge thereof, conſiſtent | 
with the rights of the Company, the ſecurity of 


the creditors, and the honour and Unity or thy: 
: Nabob. A os, | | 4 2 | 
1 . 


a” 


* 
—— 


* 1 Y 
, z ,, 


6 SPPENDITLX No. IV. 
The Court of Directors conceive that the para- 
graph expunged by the Board of Commiſſioners, 
and propoſed to be treated of by them in ſecret - 
orders, are matters which are exrpreſsly referred to 
the Court of Diretlors by the ſaid 37th ſeclion, and 
that even independent of ſuch ſection, it was by no 
means agreeable to the ſpiril of the act, whatever 
may be the letter of it, that any negotiations ſhould 
be ſecret except what related to peace or war. 
Tljͤ/our opinion is deſired whether the Board 
olf Commiſſioners for the affairs of India, 
are authorized either by the ſpirit or the 
' ....... words of the ſaid Act of 24 Geo. g. to 
cCorreſpond with and give directions to 
the Preſidency of Fort St. George, through 
tztce Secret Committee, directed to be ap- 
pointed by that aft; upon the ſubjects 
treated of in the ſaid paragraphs, 


No. 2. 


Attorney General's Opinion. 


There ſeems to me no doubt that the paragraphs - + 
expunged fall within the 15th ſection, as relating 
o negotiations and treaties with a native Prince of 

India; and conſequently, if the Board of Controul | | 


judge that the ſame require ſecrecy, they are 
authorized to direct them to be tranſmitted through 

the Secret Committee. The 37th tion has notin 
my opinion, abridged in the preſent caſe the power 
Siren to the Board of Controul by the 15th 


June ig, 78 
e 


- 
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r 


e Ys 
| Solicitor General 2 Opinian Wh | 1 
1 "A not 7 any juſt 3 in the act off 
24 Geo. 3. chap, 25. for making the ſubjects 
5 treated of in tlie paragraphs ſtated in the e 
exception to the general rule laid down in ee 
15, which extends to all treaties or negotiations 
with any of the native Princes or States in India, 


which may in the judgment of the Board of Com- 


+ miſſioners require lecrecy. The 37th ſection re- 
uires, that the Directors ſhould as ſoon as. may 


be; advert to the ſubject of Britiſh claims, and take 


meaſures for their adjuſtment and diſcharge, but if 


that is done by Treaty with the native Princes, and 


| "the Board of Commiſſioners, deem any part of that 


Treaty a proper matter of ſecrecy, I conceive that 


the directions of the 15th ſeftion mult be complied 


with. p 
5 AR. MACDONALD. 


Lincoln s-Inn, June 13, 28 86. 


| i 
Open of the Compauy 5 Counſel. 


"By the 15th ſeQion the Board of Comma 
are Cine the judges, of what matters require 
ſecrecy relative to negotiations with any of the 
native Princes, and the Nabob of Arcot is unqueſ- 
tionably recognized in that character, as well by 


the s treaties of the . as by the acts 8 | 
the 


— > 


3 ; 


| o&8 APPENDIX: No. IV. 
f | . * ; * ; , . 


the Eaſt India Company. I think therefore as the 
act now ſtands, the Commiſſioners are authorized 
to tranſmit their orders through the Secret Com- 
mittee, if ſuch ſhall be their pleaſure. It ſeems, 
however, not to have been a cafe within the con- do 
templation of the Legiſlature at the paſſing the 
Act; for the clauſe is manifeſtly directed to rnea- 
- Fares of hoſtility or negotiation with 957 0 | 
Powers, which may require ſecrecy ; whereas the 
' . Nabohof Arcot, (whatever he may be in form) is 
in effect the Adminiſtrator of the Civil Governs 
ment of the countries conquered and defended by 
the Britiſh arms, holding theſe countries upon the 
implied condition underſtood and uniformly acted 
upon, of furniſhing from the revenues the means 
of defence. The arrangements taken willi him, 
bangt therefore to be made upon principles as fixed, 
an certain, and as open to diſcuſſion as tbe in- 
v ternal Gowernment of the Province of Bengal. The. 
Whole effect of the late Regulating Bill in con- 
Aituting the two Boards of Directors and of 
Commiſſioners, the one propoſing meaſures, and 
the other after repreſentation finally deciding, will 
be loſt, as far as concerns the Government of 
Madras, if the intercourſe with the Nabob ſhall 
be conſined to the Secret Department, becauſe 
this intercourſe involves direftly the arrangements re- 
ſhetling the military force, and indireftly every intereſt 
_ of that ſettlement. The Directors cannot but re- 
collect that the corruption of their Servants from 
that quarter, having already once overturned the 
Government of Madras, and being one cauſe ok 
that war, which hazarded the Joſs of India, this 
intercourſe will ever deſerve their moſt vigilant 
attention. If the ſubject ſhould appear equally 
| 5 15 important 


1 


- * 
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important to the Court of Directors as it does to 
e, I ſhould rather adviſe an application to Par- 
lament to explain this clauſe in the act, apd con- 
fine it to its true object, negociations relative ta 
war and peace, ban filently to relinquiſh all in 


ſbection into ſo important a part of the intereſts of the 
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25 # Coir 7 Directors, held on 7 Wy the I Y 
HORDE «> + 21 0G | 


_ Saga Smith, Eſq. delivered in the follow- 
ing letter, viz. 5 
-Honourable Sirs, 

T AM forry to be under the — e 5 en- 
tering any juſtification of my conduct on the re- 
cords of the Company ; but diſapproving the ac- 
quieſcence which has been given to the power 

no aſſumed by the Board of Commiſſioners, in 
taking upon themſelves the final arrangement 
reſpecting the aſſignment of the Nabob's coun 
try, as a matter of ſecrecy, by a forced conſtruc-· 
tion, and, as your Council has ſtated. in his opi- 
nion, an abuſe of the clauſe by which the powers 
are defined reſpecting the Secret Committee, as the 
ſubject neither involves the confi deration of war, 
or peace, or negociation, or treaty, having a 
reference thereto, 1 muſt therefore proteſt againſt 
the exerciſe of that power, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, in as much as 7? tends to eftabliſh a ſecret 
ſyftem of 'government, dangerous in its principles, 
and ſubverſive of the rights of the Company. \ _. 
It arrangements are to be made with the Na- 
bob's Princes or States, which do. not involve 
the conſideration of peace, or war, or any matter 
connected therewith, ſolely by the Board, as 
matters requiring ſecrecy, becauſe by a forced 
conſtruction of the clauſe, they may be termed 


negociĩations with native Princes or States, the 
. whole 


* 


— 
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wbole political correſpondence is taken from the 

Court, and given to the Board exclufively as à ſe- 
cret correſpondence, which the Secret Committee of 
Director, are bound to tranſmit to India, but can- 
not give any opinion thereon, and which the Go- 
vernors are directed to obey: Thus almoſt the 
whole tranſactions of India may be concealed from 
the knowledge of the Court of Directors; nor can 
Parliament obtain any information upon the fub- 

je, if Miniſters wiſhed to witb-bold it, without 
| doing perſons from their oaths. 

. The intention of - the Legiſlature muſt have 
been, that the — — ſnould make only 
ſuoh things matters of ſecrecy, which, by being 
known, might be liable to be counteracted, ſuch 
as orders for the levying of war, or the making 
of peace, or ſuch negociations, and treaties 
which have a reference to either of the above, 
and which are univerſally admitted as neceſſary 


to the well being of the ſtate, that they ſhould 


for a time be withheld from public inſpection; 
but it never can ſurely be contended, that the 
liquidating a debt, or the ſettlement of a matter of 
account, or the receiving the ſecurity, or the afſign- 
ments for the arrears of the revenue can (becauſe 
they might give riſe to diſagreements, which 
might eventually, through not probably, produce 
rteſiſtance) fall within the canftruttion of that 
clauſe: If ſuch is the meaning of that clauſe, 
there is no tranſaction of any 5554 whatever, or 
concern in any department of the Government 0 4 | 
India, which may not be aſſerted to have remotely 
ſome relation to native Princes or States, and that 
may not be forced into the conſtruction of that 
clauſe, and by that means #he whole political 
government of India be made a matter of JO 


— 
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I am ſenſible the object of Mr. Pitt's Bill was 
to ſuperintend and controul, with a view to pre- 
vent the abuſes in India, and not to wreſt from 
the Company ibe political management of its 
Affairs; nor was it then urged, that. the proper 
Government for India, was a Government of 
ſecrecy: the benefit likely to reſult from that 
meaſure was the mutual check that ſubſiſted be- 
tween the Board and the Directors. By the ex- 
tenſion given to the power of the Board, by the 
forced conſtruction of that clauſe, that check is 
entirely removed, and the whole powwer lodged in 
the hands of the Commiſſioners, to be exerciſed at 
. their. diſcretion, without being liable to any in- 
It will be in vain to contend, that the pa- 
tronage is ſecured to the Company by the Act of 
Parliament; if the Government is ſecret, it will 
be abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the patronage will be 
open, or that thoſe Who have no voice in the 
meaſure will have much concern, if any, in the 
appointments; if they have not, to what evils, 
ſio oſten foreboded as dangerous to this Conſtitu- 
tion, will not this myſterious Government of 
India expoſe us? And if this is to be contended 
as a neceſſary mode of managing and controuling 
the affairs of India, it will, in my opinion, give 
riſe to a queſtion, whether, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances of danger to the Conſtitution, our Indian 
poſſeſſions are worth retaining? by 
In thus ohjecting to the power claimed by the 
Board of Commiſſioners, I do not mean to diſ- 
pute their power of controul, but contend, that 
except in the cafes to which I allude, it ought tq- 


* 


I 


I am 
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I am alſo a prehenſive chat the trade, in orl or - 
to make good the engagements now fubliſting, 
muſt be forced to ſuch an extent, as, together 


with the export of bullion: to China, (unleſs 


means can be found to ſupply that ſettlement 


from India) and the encreaſed import of manu- 
factured goods, will involve many conſiderations 
reſpecting the eſſential intereſts of this country, 
as may render in its deciſion, the ſituation of a 
Director, and of a Member of the Houſe of 
Commons, incompatible with each other. A 
public, ſituation reduced to the mere mechaniſm of 
Mei obedience can afford but little credit, even 
by the moſt rigid diſcharge of its functions. 
Circumſcribed as the power of the Court now is, 
and by the interpretation given to the clauſe to 
- which I allude, incapable of acting either with 
energy or effect, it muſt e' er long yield an eaſy 
ſurrender of its remaining rights, to the encroach- 
ments and vigilance of a more active controul. 
Thus circumſtanced, the office of a Director may 
be the ſubject of obloquy, and, though liable to a 
ſerious reſponſibility in the caſe of miſconduct in 
others, is too ſubordinate to continue the poſt 


he Either | of independence or honour. 


It is, therefore my intention to reſign my 

truſt to the Proprietors, conſcious that whilſt I 

held it, I endeavoured to diſcharge it to the beſt 

of my abilities, and with an integrity unim- 
5 N Feet 

lam, with great ehe p: 

Honourable Sirs, 12 
ludia Houſe, June Your moſt obedient = 

13th, 1786. devoted Servant; 

_ SAMUEL SMITH, Jun. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors, Sc. 


G2. - 


No. 2. 


4's « urtof brenn, 8 15th June 


A Court now, according to order, proceed 
to take into conſideration a motion entered on 

yel y's minutes, reſpecting the powers of the 
t Honotirable the Board of ComratGioners 

for the affairs of India, 
And the ſaid motion having been amended; 


- and ſtanding as follows, viz. 


That it is the opinion of this Court, that the 
« Board of Commiſſioners for the Affairs f 
« India, by drawing the pecuniary arrangements, 
ce with the Nabob of Arcot into the ſecret de- 
ee partment, have extended the power given them 
te by the 15th ſection of the act of the 24th of 
ce his preſent Majeſty, (entitled, * An Act for 
cc the better Regulation and Management of the 
44 Affairs of the Eaſt-India Company, and of the 
c * Beifaſh Poſſeſſions in India, and for eſtabliſn- 
ing a Court of Judicature for the more ee 
0 929 effectual Trial of Perſons accuſed of 
«© Offences committed in the Eaſt-Indies,”) 
« beyond the original intention of the legiſlature, 
«and, that it is expedient to apply to the legi- 
ee flature for a further explanation and more 
* correct limitation of the ſaid power, 
It was moved, that the above motion be taken 
| inco conſideration this day month. 
the queſtion thereon bein b the \ \ 
rs the fame we in the 2 22 . 


4 
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Vo. 3. W 5 


| At a coe Court e Fridey the goth Yane 


l 1786, 174 


RESOLVED, That the conſtruction of the 
act of the 24th of his preſent Majeſty, under 


which the Right Honorable Board of Commiſ- 


ſioners for the affairs of India, have claimed to 
exerciſe the powers in inſtances before the Court, 


is ſubverſive of the authority of the Court of Di- 


reftors, and the chartered rights of this Com- 
pany, recognized and confirmed by the ſaid act, 
and tends to eftabliſh a ſecret ſyſtem of Govern- 
ment highly dangerous to the intereſts 1 Nur 


4 3 and the Company. 


No. 4. 


2 2 Court of Diretlors held Wedneſioy, 4 the 2 gth of 


November, - -178 86. 
THE Court now proceeding according to order 
of the 1ſt inſtant, to take into conſideration the 


motion made on the 15th June laſt, * the ; 


rs of the Board of Controul, 
The ſaid Motion was read; alſo ek | 
The Reſolution of the General Court, of th | 
goth Jane laſt. | 
It was then mn and on the Seng, Re- 
ſolved unanimouſly, That the Chairman, and 
Deputy — be deſired to wait upon the 


| Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer, to lay before him, the reſolution of the Ge- 
veral Court of the goth June laſt, and propoſe the 
following queſtion, via. 


te If | 
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„ the Court of Directors with the authori 
of the General Court of Proprietors, ſhall thin 
0 | . i 
proper to apply to Parliament, to explain the 
powers of the Board of Controul, with 3 
ce to Secret Correſpondence, relative to the Coun- 
© try Powers of India, will you aſſiſt them in their 1 
ee ee © I TENG 
THE Chairman acquainted: the Court, that he 
bad waited on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and communicated to him the Reſolution of the 
laſt Court, reſpecting an application to Parliament, 
as to the powers of the Right Honourable the 
Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, and that 
Mr. Pitt fgnified his intention of giving an anſwer 
to the ſame in writing, in the courſe of the week. 


* 


No. 6. 
Ks x Wedneſday the 13th of December, 1786. a 


THE Chairman and Deputy Chairman re- | 
ported, that in obedience to the orders of the Court 
of the 29th ultimo, they had been this morning 
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who ſaid 
tc he cannot agree to the ſentiments expreſſed in 
« the Reſolution, concerning the conduct of the 
© Right Honourable the Board of eee ee 
for the Affairs of India, and does not ſee any 


« ground for an application to Parliament on the 
, ſubject.” We i 


reals 
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No. 15 


25 0 the. Court of Bides of the United. pat if 
Merchants of n W to. the al 


Indies 
Gentlemen, NEE 


OBSERVING. we. late ton thore has * 


conſiderable inaccuracy. in the correſpondence .. 


from India, which we in a great meaſure attri- 


bute to ſo much of your buſineſs, although no 5 
ways of a ſecret nature, coming from the fecret 


department, we have inſerted a paragraph in 


your draft, No. 294, for the purpoſe of 7 Ta 5 


that / inacuracy. 


We have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Whitehall, FPuͤoour moſt obedient, 
5th Feb. 1787. humble Servants, 
(Signed) WILLIAM PITT, 
HENRY DUNDAS. 
MULGRAVE., 
| 
No, 2. PD ag 


Copy of the Paragraph referred to in the ae 
Letter. 


In the ROAR” of your buſineſs we obſerve, that 


a =” deal of inaccuracy and confilſion ariſes by ſo 
much 
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much of your correſpondence being addreſſed to 
us from your Secret Department. By this means 
an ambiguity is. created as to the proper ſubjects 
to be directed to the whole Court of Directors, 
or the Secret Committee. To put an end to all 


_ ambiguity for the future, we direct, that what- 


ever is of @ ſecret and confidential nature, and 
Falls within the views and directions of the aft of 
parliament, eftabliſhing a Secret Committee from 
among aur number, ſhould: be directed to our 
Secret Committee, but let all other ſubjects 
which do not fall within that deſcription, ceaſe 
to be addreſſed to us from your Secret De 
ment, but let them come to us from your Pablic 
Revenue, Commertial” or Military Departments, 
to the nature of the fubject with which 
it is connected, and by attending accurately to 
the arrangement of your correſpondence under 
thoſe heads, all —_— will henceſorward be 
Tenn en | 
MI biteball, Approved by the Board. 
5th Ow, 1780 = 
-- igned) Wm. PITT. 
HENRY DUNDAS, 
MULGRAYK, | 
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| No. 1. 


| Extras from the Proceedin ng at a Gab Court, | 
| 14 


held on Friday the 29th of May, 1767. 


II being obſerved, that it might be proper, 


chat any Member of the General Court, might, 


4 yes his more certain information, have copies of 


dþY » 


any part of the tranſactions of the General Court 
as he ſhould deſire, and the ſame having been 
debated, it was, on the queſtion, _ 


Reſolved, «That it is the opinion of this Cons 


that any proprietor of 5ool. ſtock, may have a 


copy of the minutes of any General Court, 
“ paying for the * of ſuch A 


No. 2. | 
7 0 the Honourable Court of Di geen. 
Honourable Sirs, . . 3 | 


| I have to requeſt a copy of the diſpatch which 
was produced at the General Court, on Wedneſ- 
day the 7th inſtant, and on which Mr. Rouſe, the 
Company's Counſel, founded his public opinion, 
that no ſubſtantial ſecurity was given by the 
Beard of Controul, for the future prevention of 


thoſe inaccuracies in the ſecret department, which 


the Board profeſſed to diſapprove of. 
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"IS * oy: i Yo. Fit. 1 


IN your Secrefase Office, 


45 was . bat the above paper could not 
be inſpected by the; E becauſe it had notbeen 7 


i n 


— 


nave juſtified this refbſal of act 1 atiſpet= PT 


- ſuaded” the Honourable Directors will by no 


means with-hold pope ety formation from a 
EE adopting fh { 255 ane a Bo” EI 


\an-1t 07 very but 


Acking up to th ee | baten of 1767 | 
_ they will admit, that a papkr, "oy at Gene- 


rat: nue, adeinrcergatd wPon "Bf f Conan by = 


Ga becomes tot all intents. and purpoſts 2 
which conſt inter a part of tbe 2 - 

+» clings of the. fra SE} 14 ar large. 

EIT by :Lave the honour'to be, e 


_ Honourable Stks 5; 3 75 8 . by — — 
en mot obedient humble Lim 75 


Me 3 e, his 1 to 4 
Tig, atid” ne "193; Bis.“ teqeſt for _ 


copy of the paper there" fidentioned, was lai 

2 the Court of irScbrs, who have directed 

hien 10 inform Mr. Tazrney, 40% cannot ene, 
ih his 77 guet. * ox WG: N 
Lahe lun, og coma nen, . 
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